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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: (* denotes an emergency number)
FIRE DEPARTMENT (TO REPORT FIRE) ……...….
911*
EMS EMERGENCY NUMBER (AMBULANCE) ........
911*
Fire House business number (not to report fire)................. 772-9756
Fire Chief.......................................................................…. 772-8215
POLICE DEPARTMENT (EMERGENCY NUMBER)….. 911*
Police Department (business number)................................ 778-9691
Animal Control……………………………………………679-2225
Town Clerk/Tax Collector...............................................…772-4741
Selectmen's Office/Town Administrator............................. 772-7391
Planner/Planning Board .………………………………….772-7391
Highway Department.......................................................…772-5550
Building Inspector/C.E.O...............................................…. 772-7391
Wiggin Memorial Library................................................... 772-4346
Historical Society.............................................................…778-0434
Parks & Recreation……….………….……...........….........772-7450
Stratham Memorial School..................................................772-5413
Exeter Region Coop. School District (main switchboard) 778-7772
Superintendent, SAU #16…………………………………775-8653
Mosquito Control………………………………………….734-4144
COMMUNITY INFORMATION:

www.strathamnh.gov

TOWN OFFICE HOURS: (closed holidays)
Town Clerk/Tax Collector: Mondays 8:30 am to 7:00 pm; Tuesday–Thursday 8:30 am to
4:00 pm; Fridays 8:00 am to 12:30 pm
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector: Monday – Friday 9:00 am–noon
Wiggin Memorial Library: Monday–Thursday 9:30 am to 7:00 pm, Fri. 9:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat. 9:30 am–3:00 pm
All Other Offices:

Monday–Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOURS:
Tuesdays 9 am-11:30 am; Thursdays 2 pm–4 pm; 1st Sunday of month 2 pm–4 pm

MEETINGS/SCHEDULES
Selectmen's Meetings:

Mondays 7:30 pm (except legal holidays)

Volunteer Fire Department:

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30 pm Business Meeting
2nd (firefighter) & 4th (EMS) Tuesdays Training 7:00 pm

Planning Board:

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 pm

Board of Adjustment:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 pm. Upon request.

Conservation Commission:

2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 pm

Heritage Commission:

2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Library Trustees:

2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm at the Library

Recreation Commission:

3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm

Stratham Hill Park Association:

4th Monday of the odd months at 6:30 pm

300th Anniversary Committee:

3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm at the Library

Economic Development Committee:

3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Public Works Commission:

2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm

Trustees of the Trust Funds:

3rd Monday of every other month at 5:00 pm at the Library

Stratham Fair Committee:

Last Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm at the Firehouse
(January-July)

Town Center Committee:

3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm

Energy Commission:

2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all meetings are in the Municipal Center at 10 Bunker Hill Ave.

STRATHAM TRANSFER STATION HOURS:
Saturdays 9 am–4 pm (Winter (December thru March) 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month only)
TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION: Thursday & Friday curbside by 7:00 am

See Back Cover for Meetings & Schedules
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DEDICATED TO US
“STRATHAM, INSPIRED BY THE PAST, COMMITTED TO THE FUTURE”
This year we are pleased to dedicate this Town report to, well, US! We are now 300 years old.
But we don’t show it. This report is dedicated to the forward looking, dynamic, vibrant
community we have become.
The early years were not always easy. Reading the Charles Nelson History of Stratham, New
Hampshire, 1631-1900 will show you how hard life could be for our earliest settlers who came to
the area in the 1630s. Gradually the population increased and by 1716 we were sufficient in
number to apply for our own incorporation as a Town.
By the turn of the last century we were only about 600 in number and resided in a typical small
rural subsistence agrarian town. After World War II we started to grow and now find ourselves
some 7300 people strong.
In many ways Stratham has metamorphosed into a bedroom community typical of much of New
England. And yet we have resisted that rather dubious distinction by retaining our traditional
Town Meeting form of government, retaining an active, vibrant volunteer base to help run and
protect the community, and kept our rural agricultural feel and look by setting aside a third of our
total land mass for perpetual open space conservation.
Yes, our motto rings true: we are truly “inspired by the past”. We are proud of our agrarian past,
we are proud to have 14th generation direct descendants of our founder, Captain Thomas Wiggin
(1592-1687) still living in Town, we are proud to be have been represented by our citizens in
many of the momentous affairs that shaped our area, state, and nation.
We are also “committed to the future”! Our schools continue to be highly regarded and Stratham
is sought out as a place to raise children because of them. We are actively working toward
building the infrastructure necessary to support a dynamic mix of commercial uses within our
business districts. We are environmentally conscious and work at protecting our abundant natural
resources. And we are not afraid of change. Our Town government, our citizen committees, our
population at large embrace new ideas for creating a better life for all while, at the same time,
respecting the past.

Happy birthday Stratham! We are inspired to welcome the next 300 years!
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2015 TOWN OFFICERS
ELECTED POSITIONS
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
David Canada
Bruno Federico
Timothy Copeland, Chair

term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2016

MODERATOR
David Emanuel
Tracey McGrail (appointed assistant)

term expires 2016
term expires 2016

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Joyce Charbonneau
Catherine Kenny, Deputy (appointed)
Lucy Hopping, Office Assistant

term expires 2017

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Caren Gallagher
Melanie McGrail
Sue Hunter

term expires 2020
term expires 2016
term expires 2018

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS
Joyce Rowe, Chair
Diane Morgera
Mikki Deschaine

term expires 2016
term expires 2018
term expires 2017

LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Connie Aubin-Adams
Lee Beauregard
Victoria Marbacher
Penny O’Sullivan
Terry Reardon-Pollini
Lesley Kimball, Director (appointed)

term expires 2018
term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2016
term expires 2017

CEMETERY TRUSTEES
June Sawyer
Colin Laverty
John Labonte, Chair

term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
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APPOINTED POSITIONS
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Paul R. Deschaine
Deborah Bronson, Treasurer
Valerie Kemp, Accounting Supervisor
Karen Richard, Executive Assistant/Welfare Administrator
Joseph Dyrkacz, Custodian/Building Maintenance – Jan – July
Gordon Chisholm, Custodian/Building Maintenance – July – Dec.
Doreen Coughlin, Asst. Custodian
Paul Wolf, IT Administrator
CODE ENFORCEMENT/BUILDING INSPECTOR
Audrey Cline
Tracey Cutler, Land Use Assistant II
Denise Lemire, Land Use Assistant I
TOWN ASSESSOR
Andrea S. Lewy
James Joseph, Assessing Assistant
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Colin Laverty, Highway Agent
Alan Williams, Foreman
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief Rob Cook
Asst. Chief Matt Larrabee
Deputy Chief James Devonshire
Captain Alan Choiniere
Captain Bryan Crosby

Timothy Slager
Charles Perkins
Lt. Tim Brothers
Lt. Josh Crow
Lt. John Dardani
Lt. Tim Slager

EMS – Capt. Kelley Dold
EMS – Lt. Caren Gallagher
EMS – Lt. Scott Standen

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
David Emanuel, Director – Jan – Nov.
David Barr, Director – Nov – Dec.
Katherine Flagg, Deputy Director
Timothy Copeland, Deputy Director
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief John V. Scippa
Det. Sgt. David Pierce
Sgt. James “Chris” Call
Sgt. John Emerson
Off. Charles Law
Off. Brian Holbrook

Off. Michael Oliveira
Off. Grant Fotheringham
Off. Amanda Bibeau
Off. Michael Doucette
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On Call Officers:
Kevin O’Neil
Steven Janvrin
Support Staff:
Stacey Grella, Admin. Asst.
William Hart, Prosecutor

HEALTH OFFICER
David London
Audrey Cline, Deputy
James Dolan, Deputy
PLANNING BOARD
Michael Houghton, Chair
Robert Baskerville, Vice Chair
Jameson Paine
Tom House
Bruno Federico, Selectman – Jan – Mar
David Canada, Selectman – Mar - Dec
Christopher Merrick, Alternate –
Nancy Ober, Alternate

term expires 2017
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2018

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Arol Charbonneau, Chair
James Elliott, Secretary
Christopher Brett
Garrett Dolan
Chris Caverreta
Bruno Federico
Diedre Lawrence, Alternate
Phil Caparso, Alternate

term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2017

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Allison Knab, Chair
William McCarthy, Vice Chair
Donna Jensen, Secretary
Patricia Elwell
Robert Keating
Dan McAuliffe
Timothy Copeland, Selectman
Brad Jones, Alternate
William Kenny, Alternate

term expires 2016
term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2017
term expires 2017
term expires 2016
term expires 2018

RECREATION COMMISSION
April Mason
Tracy-Lynn Abbott, Chair
Frank LaSorsa
Tim Copeland, Selectman
Pam Dziama, Treasurer
Chris Cavaretta
Jeff Simeone

term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2017
term expires 2016
term expires 2016
term expires 2018
term expires 2016
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BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Garrett Dolan
June Sawyer
Tracey McGrail
Bruce Scamman
Lee Paladino
Travis Thompson, School Board’s Rep.
HERITAGE COMMISSION
Rebecca Mitchell, Chair
Nathan Merrill
Wallace Stewart
David Canada, Selectman
Christopher Merrick, Planning Board
Tammy Hathaway, Alternate
Nancy Hansen, Alternate
Flossie Wiggin, Alternate

term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2016

PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION
John Boisvert, Chair
William Schoppmeyer
Michael Girard
David Canada, Selectman
Jim Cushman, Alternate
Lissa Ham, Alternate

term expires 2016
term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2018
term expires 2016

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Michael Houghton, Chair
Bruno Federico, Selectman
Paul R. Deschaine, Town Administrator
Karl Scamman, Alternate
Joseph Lovejoy

term expires 2018
term expires 2016
term expires 2016

ENERGY COMMISSION
Michael Welty, Chair
Matt O’Keefe
Michael Gorman
Mike Ream
Charles Case

term expires 2018
term expires 2017
term expires 2016
term expires 2017
term expires 2018

STRATHAM FAIR COMMITTEE
Francisco Marin, Chair
Robert Cook
Caren Gallagher

John Cushing
Tim Slager
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term expires 2018

300th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
John Dold, Chair
term expires 2016
Peter Wiggin
term expires 2016
Florence Wiggin
term expires 2016
Joyce Rowe
term expires 2016
Liz Chisholm
term expires 2016
Susan Canada, Alternate, Secretary
term expires 2016
Pat Sapienza, Alternate
term expires 2016
Cathy Kenny, Alternate
term expires 2016
Jeff Gallagher, Alternate
term expires 2016
Carol Hazekamp, Alternate
term expires 2016
TOWN CENTER REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE
David Canada, Selectman
term expires 2016
Colleen Lake, Chair
term expires 2016
Rachael MacDonnell, Secretary
term expires 2016
Sean Norton
term expires 2016
Tracey Cordy
term expires 2016
Fred Emanuel, Alternate
term expires 2016
Leo Gagnon, Alternate
term expires 2016
GATEWAY REVIEW COMMITTEE
Lincoln Daley
Jeff Hyland
Lucy Cushman

Tom House
Robert Baskerville, Alternate
Joe Johnson, Alternate

ROCKINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION
Robert Goodrich
Lissa Ham, Alternate
Lucy Cushman
LAMPREY REGIONAL COOPERATIVE
Paul R. Deschaine
SOUTHEAST WATERSHED ALLIANCE
Robert Roseen
Michael Girard, Alternate

8

SELECTMEN’S REPORT
Every year we take this opportunity to let you know some of the significant things which have
happened in Town over the past year. We encourage you to read the reports from the various
Town Departments and Committees for a more thorough look at what is going on in your Town.
The Board of Selectmen oversees the “providential affairs” of the Town. We stay involved and
informed of events through monthly meetings with each department head and through
participation on nearly every board, commission, and committee. With the exception of holidays
we meet each Monday at 7:30 PM. You are always welcome to attend if you have an issue to
discuss with us or if you would just like to become more familiar with the workings of the Town
Government. We also invite you to apply for appointment to any one of the various committees
listed right after the Table of Contents in this book. Participation on a committee is a great way
to meet community members, stay in touch with local affairs, and help your fellow citizens.
After an easy start to the winter, mid-January brought severe snow storms which put our
Highway crew to the test. We are sure you remember the piles of snow which developed as
storm after storm hit with few breaks in between. We want to publically thank Highway Agent
Colin Laverty and his entire staff for a stellar job of keeping our roads open and safe under such
trying circumstances.
In March we appointed Stratham’s first ever appointed treasurer, Deb Bronson. You changed this
position from an elected one to an appointed one at the March 2014 Town Meeting. We feel that
this position is too important to be left to chance and that applicants will now be vetted before
taking the financial reins of the Town. Our last elected official was also Deb and she continues to
do a superlative job.
In May the Planning Board received a proposal to intensely redevelop the property in the center
of the Stratham Traffic Circle, currently home to the Collector’s Eye antique shop. Part of the
proposal was to demolish several of the buildings, all of which are listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. The Heritage Commission, as well as a packed room of concerned citizens,
took exception to the irrevocable obliteration of this landmark. The Lane Homestead is important
in the history of our town and state because of the extensive diaries and records kept by Samuel
and Jabez Lane from 1741 to 1810. This remarkable archive along with a collection of artifacts,
the property of the New Hampshire Historical Society, documents the buildings and the life on
this site during Stratham’s formative years. The Selectmen, with the Heritage Commission, are
working to forever protect the Lane Homestead from demolition by purchasing a preservation
easement from the owner. This effort is ongoing and we will be asking for funds at Town
Meeting to help accomplish our goal. We hope you will support our efforts. The Heritage
Commission is sponsoring a free program on February 12 on the life and times of Samuel Lane,
the history of the property, and why the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance chose it for the
2015 list of Seven to Save properties at risk. We hope to see you at the Fire House at 7:00 that
evening.
Part of the Town’s Gateway Commercial District vision is a series of back roads which will
interconnect independently of Portsmouth Avenue. That goal was furthered this year with
construction of a portion of a road from River Road south toward Market Basket. We look
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forward to the eventual connecting of this segment to the series of roads already in existence
from Market Basket through to the CVS area. The new road segment was paid for by Exeter
Subaru as part of their expansion plans and facilitated by a conservation easement on Town
owned property at the end of River Road which was used for wetlands mitigation. We also
secured an understanding with AutoFair to use their driveway as an extension of River Road
should such an arrangement be desirous in the future.
After considerable work we put out a Request For Proposals to re-develop the Bartlett-Cushman
House adjacent to the Municipal Center. As you may recall the Town purchased this property to
secure the 2.2 acres of property contiguous with the Municipal Center. This additional land will
ensure room for the Town to grow as needs develop over the years. Unfortunately, we did not
receive any satisfactory proposals as a result of our RFP. After further consultation with real
estate professionals, we have re-drafted our request and will re-release it soon to an expanded
base of potentially interested parties. In the meantime we are doing some work on the property
so that it does not die of neglect. We have re-roofed the entire building. This year we plan to
secure the outside surfaces and have it painted.
We did similar maintenance work at the Gifford House this past year. Last painted in 2007, we
contracted to have it painted in 2015. As we got into the job we discovered a lot of carpentry
repair was needed before painting. All that has been done and the Gifford House stands in
excellent repair today.
In June we signed a lease proposal with Verizon Wireless to allow a cell tower to be built on
Town owned property at 28 Bunker Hill Avenue. There is a decided shadow of cell coverage in
this part of Town which a tower on the hill will alleviate offering more convenience and
communication for safety services to those people who rely on cell phones for all their
communications. The permitting process continues on this project and your permission will be
sought at this year’s Town Meeting.
In July we opened bids for the long planned work in the Town Center. The plan is to install
sidewalks, trees, and general landscaping in this program sponsored by the Department of
Transportation. Due to the complex nature of the Federally funded program paying for 80% of
this project, requests for bids went out rather late in the construction season. For this reason we
only received one bid. We rejected this bid and have now issued another request believing that
being early in the season we will receive more, and more competitive, bids for the work.
We became aware of a “single sort” recycling opportunity this year and promptly relayed the
information to you. We hope you have found it convenient to have all your recycling materials
placed in just one container. If you have any questions on what can and cannot be put at the curb
for weekly pickup, here is a useful
link: http://strathamnh.gov/Pages/StrathamNH_transfer/recycling2015.pdf
In rather unfortunate timing, both our Town Planner and our Building Inspector/Code
Enforcement Officer left Stratham at the end of the year for opportunities in larger communities.
Staff in the Building Department carried on with remarkable skill while we filled these two
important positions. Mark Morong, former Assistant Building Inspector in Durham, NH started
as our new BI/CEO on January 4, 2016 as did Tavis Austin, our new Planner, formerly of
Cooperstown, NY. They are off to great starts and we welcome them to our community.
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A committee of Town employees worked diligently over the past year to develop a uniform
employee evaluation tool to replace the ad hoc system informally in place. The objective is to
create a yardstick so that employees and supervisors have a fair and consistent way of measuring
performance. This will allow the employee to better understand what is required of them and any
deficiencies perceived by their direct supervisors. It will allow the Board of Selectmen to better
understand how our people are measuring up to the standards we set in our job descriptions. We
are optimistic this tool will be a boon to all our employees.
Saving the best for last, we reached agreement on terms for the purchase of water from the Town
of Exeter in December. This was the culmination of an extended period of negotiations with the
Exeter hierarchy. These negotiations were always cordial and all sought the same goal. Like
most complex arrangements the details took time to work out but we hope you will support the
agreement when a substantial financing request is brought to you in March at Town Meeting.
Water and sewer services and, increasingly, the treatment of storm water, are not cheap to
provide. Initially an investment by the Town in the form of taxes will be required until a mature
system, with an established customer base, is developed. We hope to show you why this is a
good investment and how it will help the Town’s commercial district become an asset to the
community to be proud of.
Best wishes for a prosperous 2016!
Your Selectmen,
David Canada
Timothy Copeland
Bruno Federico
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Town of Stratham
Town Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2015
The ballot clerks and election workers were sworn in at 7:45 am and 1:45 pm. Present were
Moderator Dave Emanuel, Town Clerk/Tax Collector Joyce Charbonneau, Deputy Town
Clerk/Deputy Tax Collector Catherine Kenny, Selectman David Canada, Selectman Tim
Copeland, and Election Worker Bruce Cotter. Assistant Moderator Tracey McGrail arrived
at 12:00 pm and Office Assistant Lucy Hopping arrived at 4:00 pm to help at the election.
Also present were the Supervisors of the Checklist Susan Hunter, Caren Gallagher, and
Melanie McGrail. The ballot clerks for the day were Dianna and Roger Thompson, Diana
Alsterberg, Andra Copeland, Lizabeth Chisholm, Susan Canada, Margaret Mullin, Cheryl
Ewart, Nancy Hunter, Joan Gough, Natalie Perry, and Patricia Prior.
It was a quiet day with 724 votes cast at the Town Election, with 14 of those being absentee
ballots. The total number of voters on the checklist is 5803, making this a 12% turnout of
voters.
Exeter Region Cooperative School District Ballot results for Stratham only are as
follows: (*Denotes the Winner)
Cooperative School Board: For Exeter for three years, vote for one: Margaret (Maggie) Bishop
520*. For Newfields for three years, vote for one: (There was no candidate on the ballot,
winner will be determined by the six Cooperative towns via write-in votes.) For Exeter for two
years, vote for one: Dennis Grubbs 498*. For Kensington for two years, vote for one: (There
was no candidate on this ballot, winner will be determined by the six Cooperative towns via
write-in votes.) For Stratham for three years, vote for one: Helen Joyce 577*. For Cooperative
School District Moderator for one year, vote for one: Katherine B. Miller 475*. Cooperative
School District Budget Committee: For East Kingston for three years, vote for one: David
Pendell 469*. For Exeter for three years, vote for one: Mark Paige 218*. Michael DeMartino
151. For Stratham for three years, vote for one: (There was no candidate on this ballot, winner
will be determined by the six Cooperative towns via write-in votes.)
Article 1: Operating Budget:
Yes: 493* No: 98
Article 2: Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Exeter Region Cooperative School
Board and the Exeter Area Paraprofessional Association. (3 years)
Yes: 437* No: 199
Article 3: Synthetic Turf Replacement Capital Reserve Fund.
Yes: 404* No: 233
Article 4: (Citizens Petition) CMS to readdress the formal policy for student use of
personal electronic communication devices.
Yes: 457* No: 180
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Stratham Memorial School District Ballot results as follows: (* Denotes the
Winner)
School Board Member for three years, vote for two: Travis Thompson: 565* Sarah Galligher:
524*. School District Clerk for three years, vote for one: Mikki Deschaine: 621*
Annual Town of Stratham Ballot results as follows: (* Denotes the Winner)
Article 1:
Selectman for three years, vote for one: Joseph Lovejoy: 217. Christopher Cavarretta: 159.
Bruno Federico: 294*. Cemetery Trustee for three years, vote for one: John L. LaBonte:
577*. Trustee of the Trust Funds for three years, vote for one: Diane D. Morgera: 577*.
Library Trustee for three years, vote for two: Gerald “Lee” Beauregard: 482*. Connie AubinAdams: 523*.
Article 2: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section 2.1 Definitions, Subsection 2.1.6 Agriculture,
Farm, Farming by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing it with Subsection
2.1.6 Agriculture, Agritourism, Farm, Farming, and Farmers’ Market to reflect the statutory
changes and uses defined under NH RSA 21:34-a Farm, Agriculture, Farming (as amended.)
And in connection therewith, amend Section III: Establishment of Districts And Uses,
Subsection 3.6.D. Agriculture/Forestry Uses in its entirety with new subsection 3.6.D.
Agriculture, Farming & Forestry Uses to further clarify and codify the uses for all Zoning
Districts as referenced in NH RSA 21:34-a Farm, Agriculture, Farming.
And in connection therewith, Subsection 3.6 Table of Uses and Footnotes to Table 3.6. Uses by
inserting Footnotes 2. Farm Roadside Stand, 3. Farmer’s Market, and 4. Agritourism and
renumbering the existing footnotes accordingly to establish a permitting and review process for
farm roadside stands, farmer’s markets, and agritourism.
Yes: 179 No: 518*
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
Article 3: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section XX Sanitary Protection & Septic Ordinance,
Subsections 20.1 General, 20.2 Replacement of Existing Systems without Expansion of
Design Capacity, 20.3 Replacement of Existing Systems with Expanding Design Capacity,
and 20.4 Vacant Lots of Record and insert new subsection 20.5 Subdivisions to further
clarify and update the requirements, design specifications, and regulatory review process for
sewage disposal systems in Stratham.
Yes: 416* No: 237
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
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Article 4: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section V. Supplemental Regulations, Subsection 5.6
Retirement Planned Community by adding a new Subsection 5.6.2 Septic Design to
further clarify the septic design requirements and specifications for developments within
the Retirement Planned Community Zoning District and renumbering the existing
subsections accordingly.
Yes: 450* No: 189
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
Article 5: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend Section XVII. Board of Adjustment, Section XVII. Board of Adjustment, Subsection
17.3 Rules to allow the Board of Adjustment to adopt rules and regulations involving
the enforcement of Section XVII.
And in connection therewith, amend Subsections 17.5 Applications and 17.8 Scope of Review
to include Equitable Waivers pursuant to NH RSA 674:33-a as a type of application reviewed
by the Board of Adjustment.
And in connection therewith, amend Section XVII. Board of Adjustment, Subsection 17.8.2
Special Exceptions by adding language allowing the Board of Adjustment to seek an
advisory opinion from the Planning Board for special exception applications.
And in connection therewith, amend Section XVII. Board of Adjustment by inserting new
Subsection 17.11 Duration of Approval to reflect the statutory changes to NH RSA 674:33
Powers of Zoning Board of Adjustment involving the duration of approval for Variances and
Special Exceptions.
Yes: 408* No: 214
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
Article 6: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend Section XVIII. Floodplain Management District by replacing Subsections 18.1
Definitions in its entirety with new Subsection 18.1 and amending Subsections 18.3 Design
Criteria, 18.4 Sewer Design, 18.7 Watercourses, and 18.8 District Boundaries And Design in
compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program regulations and to allow the Town and
its residents to remain eligible to participate in said program.
Yes: 462* No: 173
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.

Article 7: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend Section V. Supplementary Regulations, Subsections 5.1.2 Expansion of Non-
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Conforming Uses and 5.1.3 Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures to establish the
criteria and permitting process for an expansion of an existing non-conforming structure
and non- conforming use within the Gateway Commercial Business and Town Center
Zoning Districts.
Yes: 384* No: 248
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
Article 8: Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of Stratham
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To amend Section 3.8 Gateway Commercial Business District, Subsection 3.8.8 Development
of Standards And Tables, a. Permitted Uses By Zone by further clarifying the permitted
agricultural, farm, farming, and forestry uses allowed within the Gateway Commercial
Business District Central and Outer Zones.
And in connection therewith, amend Section 3.8 Gateway Commercial Business District,
Subsection 3.8.8 Development of Standards And Tables, a. Permitted Uses By Zone, by
inserting footnote 1 to establish an expedited review process for the expansion of existing
agriculture, horticulture, floriculture, and crop production uses within the Gateway Commercial
Business District Central and Outer Zones and renumbering the existing footnotes accordingly.
Yes: 184 No: 504*
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
The remaining Town of Stratham articles will be voted on March 13, 2015 at the Stratham
Memorial School at 7:00 p.m.
Town Moderator Dave Emanuel declared the meeting come to order at 7:05 p.m. Lucy Cushman
led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Emanuel then called for a moment of silence for all those
serving in the Armed Forces, and for those who could not be there tonight. Mr. Emanuel then
went on to introduce himself and everyone on the stage: The Board of Selectmen, (B.O.S.):
David Canada, Tim Copeland, and Bruno Federico; The Town Administrator: Paul Deschaine,
and the Town Clerk/Tax Collector: Joyce Charbonneau. Also introduced were Catherine
Kenny: Deputy Town Clerk/Deputy Tax Collector, and the Supervisors of the Checklist: Sue
Hunter, Melanie McGrail, and Caren Gallagher. Tracey McGrail and Bruce Cotter were also
introduced as Assistant Moderators. Mr. Emanuel then had Tracey read the dedication of the
Town Report. This year’s dedication was to Terry Barnes, who retired last year as our long term
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer. Mr. Emanuel then had Bruce Cotter read the
Memorial Dedication. This year’s dedication was to Dwight Crow, who passed away last June
and who served on many Boards and Committees throughout the Town including the Fire
Department, the Stratham Fair, the Town Budget Committee and the Zoning Board of
Adjustment. Dave Emanuel then read the results of the ballot voting on Tuesday, March 10,
2015. He announced there were no requests for recounts. Mr. Emanuel then explained the
Rules of Procedure for Town Meeting.
The Following articles were discussed and voted on:
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Article 9: 2015 Operating Budget
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate Five Million Nine Hundred and Sixty Nine
Thousand Five Hundred and Fifty Three Dollars and no cents ($5,969,553.00) to defray
general town charges for the ensuing year. The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article
by unanimous vote. Selectman David Canada moved to accept this article as read.
Selectman Tim Copeland seconded the motion. Selectman David Canada spoke to the
motion. Mr. Canada first thanked the members of the Budget Committee for their help with
the budget. They were all returning members this year: Steve Doyle, Tracey McGrail, Gary
Dolan, June Sawyer, and School Board Representative Travis Thompson. Mr. Canada
explained that every $100,000.00 approved tonight will add 8.2 cents to the tax rate, same as
last year. Mr. Canada went on to explain that the median home value in Stratham is
$347,100.00. He stated if your home is at the median value, each $100,000.00 approved will
add $28.46 to your yearly tax bill. Mr. Canada stated that the total appropriation for operating
expenses this year is $5,969,553.00, which is an increase of $160,000.00. He explained that
offsetting this increase are two factors which will reduce what we need to raise in taxes this
year: an increase in revenue, and money left over from 2014 which was budgeted but not
spent. Mr. Canada then went on to explain each item in the operating budget and what the
increase was for each department. The significant increases in the operating budget were due
primarily to Payroll, NH State Retirement, Town -Owned residential properties that need some
capital improvements, Highway equipment repairs, Solid Waste Collection and Disposal, and
Electricity. Offsetting these increases from the various departments are reductions in health
care, payment for legal work, payroll for the Code Enforcement office salary, public service
agencies which includes Welfare Assistance and public transportation, debt service, and nonrecurring expenses at the cemeteries and at the Highway Garage. Mr. Canada explained some
of the major changes on the income side of the ledger include increases in motor vehicle
registrations, the franchise fee from Comcast, building permit fees, Rooms and Meals tax from
the State, and Refunds and Reimbursements from our health care provider. Mr. Canada also
updated us on the proposal to build a water system for the commercial district. He stated we
are very close to an agreement with Exeter to provide water for us. The B.O.S. hope to bring a
proposal for a water system as well as sewer services to Town Meeting next year. He stated
that discussions have been very productive with both Portsmouth and Exeter in regards to
sewer services, and added that there would be substantial environmental benefits if we can
avoid using Great Bay as a pipe to get treated effluent to the ocean. As a final note, Mr.
Canada informed us that the Bartlett Cushman House is now listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Mr. Canada then turned the meeting back over to the Moderator. Mr.
Emanuel then asked for questions or comments from the floor. Pat Abrami, Tall Pines Dr.
asked if the Vocational-Technical School is now on the tax rolls. Mr. Canada responded in the
affirmative. Mr. Abrami also asked if there are any other big properties that are on the tax
rolls that were not on last year. Mr. Canada responded that Lindt is in line to do some new
construction this year. He added that Stoneybrook Lane has done some new development as
well. Marty Wool, Winnicutt Rd. asked how much money we are planning on putting into the
Cushman House this year. Mr. Canada responded that the house needs to be painted this year,
and that is going to cost about $20,000.00. Mr. Wool also asked several questions about the
300th Anniversary Committee and what has been spent so far. Mr. Deschaine responded that
fundraising has been done, and will continue in the future to offset expenses. Seeing no
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further questions or comments from the floor, Moderator Emanuel read the question, the vote
was taken in the affirmative, and Article 9 passed.
Article 10 – Capital Improvement Program
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million Five Hundred
Thirty Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and no cents ($1,537,500.00) to implement the
Capital Improvements Program for 2015 as presented in the Town Report and approved by the
Planning Board. This is a special warrant article which will be non-lapsing until the specific
items are completed or obtained but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from this
appropriation per NH RSA 32:7 (VI). The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by
unanimous vote. Selectman Bruno Federico moved to accept this article as read. Selectman
David Canada seconded the motion. Selectman Bruno Federico spoke to the motion. Mr.
Federico went over the highlights and the drivers for the 2015 C.I.P. He explained that there
are four major components in the CIP: General Government, Protection of Personal Property,
Public Works and Highways, and Cultural and Recreational Activities. Mr. Federico went over
each line item under each of the major components which can be found on page 54 of the Town
Report. Moderator Emanuel then asked for questions from the floor. Bob Goodrich,
Portsmouth Ave. asked about the signalization on Bunker Hill Ave. and Winnicutt Rd. and
how did we come up with a million dollars in two years and nothing ahead of time. Mr.
Federico responded that the Planning Board wants to keep those items in the CIP to show the
State that we are serious about signalization at those intersections. Mr. Federico also stated
that if there were any major developers wanting to develop in those areas, the Planning Board
would ask the developer to contribute into the fund for those improvements. Mr. Goodrich also
asked about the Town Center and noted that they are looking for $25,000.00 a year. Mr.
Goodrich does not see anything pertaining to the potential costs involved for this. Mr.
Deschaine, Town Administrator, responded that the appropriations currently, are forward
looking numbers, and that we don’t know what the matches and projects may be in the future.
Jeremy Riecks, Doe Run Lane, asked how old the Police Station is, and why is the trim failing.
Mr. Federico responded that the building committee, in order to save money, decided to go with
finger jointed pine instead of any of the other long term alternatives. Mr. Riecks also asked
about the all-wheel street loader in the CIP. Mr. Federico responded that the Highway
Department is asking to replace one of their tractors that they use for road side mowing. The
new loader will be more versatile and can be used for more functions than just the road side
mowing. One of the additional functions will be clearing snow off the new sidewalks that will
be included in the Town Center. Mr. Riecks also asked what happened to past contributions
over the last several years from developers for signalization at Bunker Hill Ave and Winnicutt
Rd. Mr. Deschaine responded that for Bunker Hill Ave. some of the funds went to traffic and
signalization studies, and in terms of Winnicutt Rd, some of the funds went to the preemptive
light that is in front of the fire station presently. Patrick Kelley, Benjamin Rd. asked about the
trim at the Police Station as well, and what is going to be used to replace it. Mr. Federico
responded that a better plastic product will be used, and that is the only issue currently with the
police station that needs improvement at this time. Mr. Kelley also asked whether we already
have a contract for the new fuel system that we are planning on getting this year at the Highway
Garage. Mr. Deschaine responded that the contract we will enter into is a State bid contract
provided by the D.O.T. Marty Wool, Winnicutt Rd. asked about the Municipal Center parking
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lot paving topcoat and the costs associated with that. Mr. Canada responded that the costs
came within budget. Mr. Wool also asked about the Fire Dept. Capital Reserve Fund for the
new fire truck. Mr. Federico responded that the Fire Dept. has a plan, and the next truck coming
up won’t be until 2022, so that is why it is not currently in the C.I.P. Mr. Wool also asked
about the radio communications capital reserve. Mr. Federico responded that we currently
have $67,000.00 in reserve. He further stated that one radio costs $3,800.00. Mr. Federico
explained that the Police Department currently has eighteen radios, and that the last radio
purchase was for the Fire Dept. Seeing no further questions or comments from the floor,
Moderator Emanuel read the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative, and Article 10
passed.
Article 11 – Conservation Easement Purchase
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate One Hundred and Seventy Five Thousand
Dollars and no cents ($175,000.00) together with other funds to purchase a conservation
easement on land currently owned by David and Jeanne Short located at 18R Scamman Road
(Tax Map 18 Lots 45 and 46) and to further authorize the Selectmen and Conservation
Commission to act on behalf of the Town in connection with this acquisition per RSA 36-A.
This is a special warrant article which will be non-lapsing until the specific items are
completed or obtained but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from this appropriation
per NH RSA. 32:7 (VI). The Board of Selectmen recommends this article by unanimous vote.
Selectman Tim Copeland moved to accept the article as read. Selectman Canada seconded the
motion. Selectman Copeland yielded the floor to Pat Elwell, member of the Conservation
Commission. Pat Elwell, Strawberry Lane, speaking on behalf of the Conservation
Commission, explained the area that they are looking at to make into a conservation easement
from the Shorts property. She explained that the area is about 38 acres and that it is adjacent to
the forests, the other parcels, and the backland. She further explained that if this property was
developed, it could potentially have fourteen homes on it. Pat stated that some of the wood
lots in back could also be potentially developed as well. She explained that this land is part of
the extensive trail system and that this proposal will allow us to continue public access to these
trails. Pat explained that a conservation easement is buying the conservation rights to this land
so it can never be developed. She stated that it will preserve the existing wildness corridor,
and that NH Fish and Game has identified this corridor as the highest ranking habitat in the
State. Pat explained that the conservation easement on this property means it will be
preserved forever, and it will prevent access rights to those back lots. Pat stated that by
conserving this land now, it will limit the costs associated with putting in community services
that would be required by fourteen homes that went on that property. She explained that the
current owners, Dave and Jeanne Short have let everyone use these trails in the past, but if they
decide to sell someday, the new owner could sell this and turn it into a development. She
informed us that the Shorts would like to see this area remain undeveloped, so future
generations can continue to use the trails and surrounding areas without fear of development.
Pat stated that $600,000.00 is the purchase price of the conservation easement. She explained
that this property was recently appraised at over a million dollars, so the Shorts are giving us a
great deal. Pat informed us that the Conservation Commission has some money in the Land
Conservation Fund that will be used towards this purchase, so the balance to the Town that we
are trying to raise tonight is $175,000.00. She explained that this comes out to a one-time tax
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rate of .14 (fourteen cents) per $1000.00 of assessed value. Pat explained that the South East
Land Trust is going to be monitoring this easement for us, and that their job as a non-profit
organization is to protect and monitor these kind of easements and parcels. She explained that
we have several other parcels in Town that they have worked on with us to ensure that they are
maintained the way the conservation easement was written. Pat asked for our support on this
article, and that this is going to be something that will tie the back parcels together and that
will really help to maintain the trails and keep them open to the public for perpetuity. Mr.
Emanuel then asked for questions or comments from the floor. June Sawyer, High St. asked
how many acres we currently have under conservation at this time and do any of the woodlots
actually meet the two acre requirements for building a house. Mr. Federico responded that we
have approximately five square miles in conservation land that equals about 3000 acres, or in
other words, 33% of Stratham is in conservation. There was no answer on the woodlots at this
time. Bruce Scamman, Blossom Lane, asked about putting any of this conservation land into a
NH DES mitigation bank for future town purposes. Mr. Deschaine responded that he is not
sure that this property would be eligible at this point in time of the process. Carol Hazekamp,
Dumbarton Oaks, asked about the assessed value on the land. She asked if the one million
dollar value was assessed on the land being used as conservation versus would it be a different
assessment if the land was being assessed as buildable. Mr. Deschaine responded that the
million dollar assessment is the value of the conservation easement. June Sawyer, High St.
asked if we get any tax value on land that is in conservation easements. Mr. Deschaine
responded in the affirmative. He explained that the private property owners still own the
property, but the value is diminished once it is put in conservation, so the owners do get a tax
break. Bob Goodrich, Portsmouth Ave. asked why the evaluation was so high, and if the house
was involved in the evaluation. Mr. Deschaine explained that the value of the one million
dollars reflects the developmental projection of that property for fourteen house lots. Mike
Johnston, Glengarry Dr. asked if we did not maintain access to these trails, is there a
possibility of having the right of way required in the sale of the property and would it be
possible to maintain the trails without having the entire parcel. Mr. Deschaine responded that
the Shorts have been more than amenable in allowing access to their property, but there is no
way of knowing if any future owners would feel the same way, and there is no guarantee that
would be continued. Lucy Cushman, Winnicutt Rd. stated that it is a lot of money for this
article, but she supports this article. She stated that if this property were to be sold to a
developer, the developer would cobble all these separate wood lots together and make a larger
development. Lucy stated she is supporting this to block that from ever happening. She stated
she would like to see this wildlife corridor remain open in its natural state and that this is a way
for us to prevent any future developments. Ron Laurence, Depot Rd. asked if the Barker
property and some of the woodlots are under conservation now. Mr. Deschaine referred to
the screen and stated that it shows in green what is owned by the town and what is in
conservation, and he explained what is in white is privately owned. Pat Elwell also responded
that the Short property could be cut off if someone came in and bought the Barker farm and
some of the woodlots. If this were to happen, the trails could all disappear by the Short
property. She stated this easement would block that from happening. Ellen Ellis, Dumbarton
Oaks wanted to thank the Shorts for allowing their property to be used, and that her family, as
well as her friends and neighbors, use this Park all the time. She stated it is an unbelievable
opportunity to have access to this, and she supports this article. Roger Stephenson, Stephen
Drive, wanted to thank the Shorts, for providing this opportunity, Pat Elwell and the
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Conservation Commission for bringing it before us tonight to vote on, and the Selectmen for
voting to recommend this property. He reiterated what was mentioned earlier as far as the cost
savings over time in regards to housing and future costs for education if fourteen houses were
to be developed on this property. He stated that we are saving money as tax payers if we
protect this area. Mr. Stephens also stated that we are all on well water and that there is no
better way to protect ground water than to protect open space. Mr. Stephenson stated that he
supports this article, but wanted to add in the interest of full disclosure, that he is a board
member of the South East Land Trust. Selectman Tim Copeland, Raeder Dr. asked to speak as
a resident regarding this article. Mr. Copeland stated that he supports this article, and feels that
this is a really good deal, and that it is going to be good for Stratham in the long run. Patrick
Kelley, Benjamin Rd. asked about the public right of way along the power lines, and does this
parallel the big fields. Mr. Kelley also asked if the wood lots could hold us hostage in the
future and demand money to access this new property. Pat Elwell responded that right now the
wood lots are land locked and that there isn’t a lot that the owners could do with them. She
also stated that the trail in the back is part of the back of the Barker property. Mr. Short also
responded that the school property has a significant amount of land in this area, and that
Stratham has a cul-de sac limit on the books, which is about 800 feet. He stated that road
development costs would be a significant hindrance in trying to develop anything at the park
along this area being considered. Mr. Short concluded that the school owned property and road
development costs would make this prohibitive to building back there. Mr. Kelley stated this
property is only going to cost us $50.00 to purchase per family on average. Mr. Kelley
concluded with thanks to the Short family for the opportunity to purchase this easement and he
supports this article. Seeing no further questions or comments from the floor, Mr. Emanuel
read the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative, and Article 11 passed.
Article 12 – Funding for the 300th Anniversary Celebration
Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant article, the sum of Ten
Thousand Dollars and no cents ($10,000.00) for the purpose of defraying the costs associated
with the observance of the Town’s 300th Anniversary in 2016. This is a special warrant article
which will be non-lapsing until this purpose has been fulfilled, but shall in no case be later than
five (5) years from this appropriation per NH RSA 32:7 (VI). The Board of Selectmen
recommends this Article by a vote of two for and one against. Selectman Canada moved to
accept this article as read. Selectman Federico seconded the motion. Selectman Canada spoke
to the motion. Selectman Canada stated he wanted to thank everyone on the 300th Anniversary
Committee for their dedication and hard work leading up to the 2016 celebration. He stated this
committee was formed in 2010, and now the celebration is right around the corner. Mr.
Canada asked to yield the floor to John Dold, Chairman of the 300th Anniversary Committee.
Liz Chisholm, Squamscott Rd., asked to speak first, and stated that her dad was chairman of
the 250th Anniversary Committee and now she is on the 300th Anniversary Committee. She
asked for volunteers to help on this committee, and that there are sign-up sheets outside in the
hall if anyone is interested. John Dold, William Circle began by asking the committee
members to stand up so they can be recognized. He then went over the highlights of the events
that are to take place next year for the 300th Celebration. He went on to explain that there will
be three major events for 2016 and they will consist of a historical play, a dinner/dance, and a
parade. These three events will be spread out over 2016. Mr. Dold stated that the play will
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take place in March. He then highlighted the acts for the historical play. Mr. Dold then went
over the dinner/dance. He explained that the meal will be catered, and that there will be guest
speakers and fireworks. He explained the final date has not been set yet for this event but it
will take place sometime in the summer. Mr. Dold stated that the third event will be in the fall,
and will incorporate many bands and floats, that a lot of associations will be involved, and that
they are also trying to sign up the Budweiser Clydesdale horses to lead the parade. He
explained that the estimated costs for these three events is $50,000.00. Some of the funding
for this will come from fundraising. The 300th Anniversary Committee has raised $24,000.00
to date in fundraising efforts. He explained that we are requesting $10,000.00 tonight from the
Town that will be added to this fund. He stated that we also received $10,000.00 last year from
the Town that has been added to this fund. Mr. Dold stated that if you approve tonight’s
$10,000.00, we will have $44,000.00 in our fund. He explained that over the next year, we
should be able to raise the difference so we will have the $50,000.00 needed for these events.
Mr. Emanuel then asked for questions or comments from the floor. Heidi Hanson, Strawberry
Lane asked if the proceeds from the sales for the new history book, and the ticket sales for the
dinner/dance would go back to the Town to offset the cost to the taxpayer. Mr. Dold responded
that yes, the money will go into the 300th Anniversary Fund, and anything left over would
revert back to the Town. John Sapienza, Raeder Dr., mentioned that when he was part of the
275th Park celebration, the cost for their dinner/dance was borne by the individuals who bought
tickets to participate in that event that night. Mr. Sapienza stated that he supports this article
and asked everyone to support this committee for all the hard work they have done. Marty
Wool, Winnicutt Rd. asked what the cost is for the dinner/dance, and Mr. Dold responded it
would be $50.00 a head. Mr. Wool also asked what was left in the fund from the $55,000.00
that was approved a few years ago at Town Meeting for commissioning an author to write the
history of Stratham. Mr. Dold responded that out of the $55,000.00 that was approved a few
years ago, there is about $7,000.00 left after paying all the costs associated with this endeavor
and buying 500 paperbacks and 50 hardcovers to sell. Seeing no other questions or comments
from the floor, Mr. Emanuel read the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative, and
Article 12 passed.
Article 13 – Town Buildings and Grounds Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars
and no cents ($25,000.00) to be deposited into the “Town Buildings and Grounds Maintenance
Expendable Fund” as created by the March 16, 2012 Town Meeting. The Board of Selectmen
recommends this Article by unanimous vote. Selectman Bruno Federico moved to accept this
article as read. Selectman Tim Copeland seconded the motion. Selectman Federico spoke to
the motion. Selectman Federico stated that we are continuing our grounds maintenance
expendable trust fund. He explained that last year we raised $25,000.00 and that we would like
to raise another $25,000.00 this year to defray any building and ground maintenance expenses
for the town buildings including the highway shed, the library, the municipal center, the police
dept. and the fire station. Seeing no questions or comments from the floor, Mr. Emanuel read
the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative, and Article 13 passed.
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Article 14 – EMS Fund Appropriation
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Nine Thousand Dollars
and no cents ($59,000.00) for the following purposes:
2015 EMS/EMT First Responder Training
$14,000.00
2015 ALS Services Contract
$10,000.00
2015 Purchase of 2 Replacement Stretchers
$35,000.00
and to further authorize the withdrawal of Fifty Nine Thousand Dollars and no cents
($59,000.00) from the Stratham Fire Department EMS Special Revenue Fund created for
these purposes during the March 17, 2000 Annual Town Meeting and as amended during the
March 11, 2005 Town Meeting. No additional funds from general taxation are to be used.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article by unanimous vote. Selectman Tim
Copeland moved to accept this article as read. Selectman Bruno Federico seconded the
motion. Selectman Copeland spoke to the motion. He stated that this article has to be
brought to Town Meeting every year. He explained that this is no cost to us in tax dollars. It
is revenue produced by ambulance billing. Jonathan Caldwell, Drury Plains asked why the
two stretchers are so expensive. Selectman Copeland responded that these particular
stretchers are electric, and that one person can handle getting a patient onto the stretcher and
into the ambulance. The non-electric stretchers can take several people lifting the stretcher
depending on the weight of the patient. Lieutenant Josh Crow, member of the Stratham Fire
Dept. further explained that he feels this is really reasonable as far as preventing injuries to
the EMT’s in preventing back and other injuries when lifting stretchers and patients. He
further explained that we are the only town on the Seacoast using the old stretchers. He asked
us to support this article. June Sawyer, High St. stated that she is one of those people that
will come out to pick you up, and they had a recent call that took six of them to lift the
stretcher to get the patient into the ambulance. She explained with the new electric stretchers,
one person would be able to do this. Seeing no other questions or comments from the floor,
Mr. Emanuel read the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative, and Article 14 passed.
Article 15 – Accrued Benefits Liability Expendable Trust Fund
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars and no
cents ($10,000.00) to be deposited into the “Accrued Benefits Liability Expendable Trust
Fund” as created by the March 16, 2007 Town Meeting to meet the currently unfunded
obligations of the Town. The Board of Selectmen recommends this article by unanimous
vote. Selectman Bruno Federico moved to accept this article as read. Selectman Copeland
seconded the motion. Selectman Federico spoke to the motion. He explained that this trust
fund was set up to meet any obligations of the Town when an employee retires. He stated that
we could potentially have nine employees this year who could retire. He explained we have to
pay out vacation, sick time, and retirement benefits if they retire. Mr. Emanuel then asked for
questions or comments from the floor. Marty Wool, Winnicutt Rd. asked how much money is
in the trust fund currently. Mr. Federico responded that $51,663.00 is currently in the fund.
He also added that the net unfunded obligations is $91, 281.33. Seeing no other questions or
comments from the floor, Mr. Emanuel read the question, the vote was taken in the affirmative,
and Article 15 passed.
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Article 16 – Other Business
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Mr. Canada stated that he wanted to take this opportunity to thank all the people who have
participated in the various Committees, Commissions, and Boards over the past year. He stated
the Town could not operate without you. He further stated that anyone who wishes to volunteer
to please feel free to sign up on the Town Website or at the Town Offices. Mr. Canada also
asked any newly elected Town Officers to come forward and be sworn in after the meeting by
the Town Clerk. Selectman Copeland announced that the Conservation Commission will be
holding their annual clean-up day on Saturday, April 18th, at 9:00 a.m. at the Stratham Hill Park
Pavilion. Seeing no other business before the Town, Moderator Emanuel closed the meeting at
9:15 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Joyce L. Charbonneau
Stratham Town Clerk
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 8 AM TO 8 PM
To the inhabitants of the Town of Stratham in the County of Rockingham in said State,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stratham Municipal Center on Tuesday, on the
eighth day of March 2016, next at eight of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
ARTICLE 1: To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
ARTICLE 2: – Are you in favor of adopting the following amendments to the Town of
Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?
To see if the Town will amend the Zoning Ordinance, Section 2.1 Definitions, Subsection 2.1.6
Agriculture, Farm, Farming by deleting the subsection in its entirety and replacing with the
following underlined language to read as follows:
2.1
DEFINITIONS
2.1.6 Agriculture, Farm, Farming: The word "farm'' means any land, buildings, or
structures on or in which agriculture and farming activities are carried out or
conducted and shall include the residence or residences of owners, occupants, or
employees located on such land. Structures shall include all farm outbuildings
used in the care of livestock; and in the production and storage of fruit;
vegetables, or nursery stock; in the production of maple syrup; greenhouses for
the production of annual or perennial plants; and any other structures used in
operations of the farm.
The words "agriculture" and "farming" shall mean all operations of a farm such as
the cultivation, conserving and tillage of the soil, dairying, greenhouses,
hydroponic farming, the production, cultivation, growing and harvesting of any
agricultural, floricultural, or horticultural commodities, the raising of livestock,
bees, fur bearing animals, poultry or fish-farming or any practices on the farm as
an incident to or in conjunction with such farming operations as further defined in
NH RSA 21:34-a.
A farm roadside stand shall remain an agricultural operation and not be
considered commercial, provided that at least 35 percent of the product sales in
dollar volume are attributable to products produced on the farm or farms of the
stand owner.
Practices on the farm may include technologies recommended from time to time
by the University of New Hampshire cooperative extension, the New Hampshire
Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, and appropriate agencies of the
United States Department of Agriculture. (Rev. 3/09)
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2.1.6 Farm, Agriculture, Farming: As defined in NHRSA 21:34-a, and any amendments
adopted thereto. Agritourism is further defined as follows: Agritourism means
attracting visitors to working farms to attend events and activities that are
accessory uses to the primary farm operation, including, but not limited to, eating
a meal, making overnight stays, enjoyment of the farm environment, education on
farm operations, or active involvement in the operation of the farm. Agritourism
uses shall be permitted on any property where the primary use is for agriculture.
And in connection therewith, amend Subsection 3.8.8 Development of Standards and Tables, a.
Agriculture / Forestry Uses by replacing said section in its entirety to read as follows:
Type of Use

Agriculture and Forestry

5

Central Zone

Outer Zone

By Conditional Use Permit
Agriculture and agritourism as defined in Section II, Definitions, 2.1.6.
See footnote 5. Agricultural structures greater than four hundred (400)
square feet require a Conditional Use Permit from the Planning Board.

Permitted
Agriculture and agritourism as defined in
Section II, Definitions, 2.1.6

Open Space
Zone

See Footnote

Agricultural buildings four hundred (400) square feet and smaller do not require a Conditional Use Permit from the Planning Board.
Agricultural buildings greater than four hundred (400) square feet are subject to a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Agricultural
buildings requiring a CUP are not required to have engineered plans. The Planning Board is authorized to request studies prepared by
professional consultants if the planning Board determines that such studies are necessary to render a decision regarding the CUP.

And in connection therewith, amend related sections as specified below to read as noted in
italics/underlined:
Amend Section III, 3.6 Table of Uses, subsection D. 1, to read as follows:
Farming including Dairying, Livestock, Animal and Poultry Raising, Tiling of Soil,
Horticulture, Crop Production, inkling customary uses.
Agriculture and agritourism as defined in Section II, Definitions, 2.1.6
Amend Footnotes to Table 3.6, Footnote 1. to read:
In the Town Center District, permitted agricultural and forestry uses shall include crop
production; customary accessory uses; forestry (tree farming, commercial timbering, noncommercial harvesting of forest products); community gardening. (See Section 3.9.8.a.)
In the Town Center District, agriculture and agritourism as defined in Section II,
Definitions, 2.1.6. Forestry uses permitted include tree farming, commercial timbering,
and non-commercial harvesting of forest products.
Amend Section 3.8 Gateway Commercial Business District, subsection 3.8.5, viii, District
Character to read as follows:
viii. Provide opportunities for agrarian activities such as farmers markets and community
gardens.
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viii. Provide opportunities for agriculture and agritourism as defined in Section II,
Definitions, 2.1.6
Amend Section III 3.9 Town Center District subsection 3.9.5, viii, District Character to read as
follows:
viii. Provide opportunities for agrarian activities such as farmers markets, community
gardens, and farm stands.
viii. Provide opportunities for agriculture and agritourism, as defined in Section II,
Definitions, 2.1.6
And in connection therewith, amend Section XVI Administration, Section 16.2.1 by deleting the
present text and replacing it as follows:
16.2.1 Permit Required: Any person before commencing work on the erection or
alteration of any building or structure must first obtain a permit duly granted for such
erection or alteration by the Building Inspector. Before a permit shall be issued by the
Building Inspector, he shall determine whether the proposed construction or alterations
conforms to all the conditions of this Ordinance.
16.2.1 Permit Required: Any person before commencing work on the erection or
alteration of any building or structure must first obtain a permit duly granted for such
erection or alteration by the Building Inspector. Before a permit shall be issued by the
Building Inspector, he shall determine whether the proposed construction or alterations
conforms to all the conditions of this Ordinance. For the construction of agricultural
buildings with no public use (public use is defined as use that includes the general public
utilizing the proposed structure) there shall be no Planning Board review required and
permitting will comply with Appendix C, Group U – Agricultural Buildings found in the
NH State Building Code.
And in connection therewith, amend Section VII, subsection 7.5, q., Exempt Signs, by deleting
the present text and replacing it as follows
q. Temporary/Seasonal Agricultural Signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements
of this Article so long as there are no more than two (2) on-site signs, each does not
exceed six (6) square feet, and is/are used for listing agricultural or horticultural products
grown or produced by the resident seller, in season, for such operations as farm stands or
Christmas tree stands.
q. Agricultural Signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements of this Article so long
as on-site signs are limited to directional signs (one roadside, no limit if unseen from the
public right of way) and signs listing agricultural or horticultural products grown or
produced by the resident seller, in season, for such operations as farm stands or
Christmas tree sales.
The Planning Board recommends this article by unanimous vote.
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ARTICLE 3: – Are you in favor of adopting the following amendment to the Town of
Stratham Zoning Ordinance as proposed by Citizens’ Petition?
To amend the Stratham Zoning Ordinance by changing the zoning of the properties identified as
Tax Map 13, Lot 2, Tax Map 13 Lot 3, and portions of the properties identified as Tax Map 13
Lot 4, Tax Map 13 Lot 8 and Tax Map 13 Lot 9 to the Residential/Agricultural zoning district
from the Gateway Commercial Business District Outer Zone zoning district.
The Planning Board approves of this article by unanimous vote.
******************************************************************************
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2016 AT 7:00
P.M. AT THE STRATHAM MEMORIAL SCHOOL, 39 GIFFORD FARM ROAD,
STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE.
******************************************************************************
ARTICLE 4: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Six Million
Dollars ($6,000,000.00) for the acquisition of land and/or easements by the Town, and for the
design, permitting, construction, and other related costs to install a public water system within
the existing Utility District created during the March 2014 Town Meeting starting at an existing
water main at the Exeter and Stratham town line to include but not necessarily limited to a meter
house and booster pump station. The Town further authorizes the Selectmen to act on behalf of
the Town in connection with such acquisitions and construction activities, and to further
authorize the issuance of not more than Six Million Dollars ($6,000,000.00) of bonds and/or
notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (NH RSA 33), and to
authorize the Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds and/or notes and to determine the rates
of interest thereon and the maturity and other terms thereof.
A ballot vote with a two thirds (2/3) majority in favor is required for passage. Polls must
be open for a minimum of one (1) hour.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 5: – To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of Six Million One
Hundred Sixty Seven Thousand Five Hundred One Dollars and no cents ($6,167,501.00) to
defray general town charges for the ensuing year. This article does not include appropriations
contained in special or individual articles addressed separately.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 6: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million
Three Hundred Fifty Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars and no cents ($1,352,600.00) to
implement the Capital Improvements Program for 2016 as presented in the Town Report and
approved by the Planning Board. This is a special warrant article which will be non-lapsing until
the specific items are completed or obtained but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from
this appropriation per NH RSA 32:7 (VI).
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
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ARTICLE 7: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Hundred
Fifty Thousand Dollars and no cents ($250,000.00) to be deposited in the “Heritage Preservation
Fund” as created by the March 11, 2011 Town Meeting.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 8: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $11,772 for the purpose of
defraying the costs associated with the observance of the Town’s 300th Anniversary in 2016,
with said funds to come from unassigned fund balance. This is a special warrant article which
will be non-lapsing until the purpose has been fulfilled or 12/31/21, whichever is sooner.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 9: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five
Thousand Dollars and no cents ($25,000.00) to be deposited into the “Town Buildings and
Grounds Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund” as created by the March 16, 2012 Town Meeting.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 10: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty
Thousand Dollars and no cents ($50,000.00) for the following purposes:
2016 EMS/EMT/First Responder Training
2016 ALS Services Contract
2016 Ambulance Repairs and Upgrades

$10,000.00
$10,000.00
$30,000.00

and to further authorize the withdrawal of Fifty Thousand Dollars and no cents ($50,000.00)
from the Stratham Fire Department EMS Special Revenue Fund created for these purposes
during the March 17, 2000 Annual Town Meeting and as amended during the March 11, 2005
Town Meeting. No additional funds from general taxation are to be used.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 11: – To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand
Dollars and no cents ($10,000.00) to be deposited into the “Accrued Benefits Liability
Expendable Trust Fund” as created by the March 16, 2007 Town Meeting to meet the currently
unfunded obligations of the Town.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this Article by unanimous vote.
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TOWN BUDGET

Executive
Election & Registration
Financial Administration
Legal Expenses
Personnel Adminisration
Planning & Zoning
General Government Buildings
Cemeteries
Insurances
Police
Fire
Emergency Management
Emergency Dispatch Services
Highways & Streets
Street Lighting
Solid Waste Management
Public Works Commission
Animal Control
Pest Control
Public Service Agencies
Direct Assistance
Parks & Recreation
Library
Patriotic Purposes
Conservation Commission
Heritage Commission
300th Anniversary Committee
Economic Development
Town Center Revitalization Committee
Energy Commission
Interest on Debt
Total Appropriation

2016
PROPOSED
$201,978
$19,400
$444,055
$30,000
$993,306
$256,527
$213,788
$36,336
$76,151
$1,031,128
$254,900
$33,620
$1,000
$825,243
$9,500
$633,595
$18,400
$600
$64,680
$40,226
$17,000
$244,896
$423,342
$2,100
$4,300
$3,750
$5,000
$3,750
$5,200
$4,400
$269,330
$6,167,501
Budget Advisory Committee:
Garrett Dolan
Tracey McGrail
Lee Paladino
June Sawyer
Bruce Scamman

Board of Selectmen:
Timothy Copeland, Chair
Bruno Federico, Vice Chair
David Canada

30

31

6

100

Bartlett-Cushman Property (debt service, principal)

Police computer replacement program

225

250

Public Safety Complex (debt service, principal)
120

5

Radio Communications Capital Reserve Fund

Conservation/Firehouse (debt service, principal)

2

Fire Dept. Computer Replacement Program

Conservation Easement (debt service, principal)

20

Fire Dept. Capital Reserve Fund

Protection of Persons/Property:

25

Master Plan Update Reserve

23.6

Municipal Center electric wall divider
5

16

Municipal Center HVAC replacement

Municipal Center generator auto transfer switch

25
20

Revaluation expenses

5

Town Office Computer Replacement Plan

Town Center Grant Match & Improvements

0

2016

Land Conservation Fund

General Government:

TOWN PROJECT TITLE/DEPARTMENT

6

100

120

225

250

5

100

25

9

20

25

5

25

2017

6

100

120

225

250

5

100

25

20

25

5

25

2018

6

120

225

250

5

100

20

25

5

25

2019

AS APPROVED BY THE PLANNING BOARD ON FEBRUARY 3, 2016

6

120

225

250

5

100

20

25

5

25

2020

STRATHAM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM--REQUESTS--PROJECT SUMMARY IN $000'S

6

120

225

250

5

100

20

25

5

25

2021
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20

PWC Environmental Grant Match

Library Reading Garden Upgrades
Totals For Town Appropriations

11
1,352.6

2,430.0

2,370.5

5

5

Library computer replacement program

4

6

10

Stevens Park parking lot maintenance

10

13

10

SHP Parking lot Replacement

5

Mower

10

Replace irrigation shed at Stevens Park

5

250

300

5.5

5

Facility Improvements at SHP

250

300

20

50

30

Tennis Court Maintenance

0

Future Community Center

Cultural and Recreational Activities:

Water and Sewer Infrastructure (debt service, principal)

50

125

Water, Sewer & Stormwater Infrastructure, Planning, & Study
20

30

Insulating Highway Garage

Mower

450

50

2018

270

270

525

50

2017

Road Reconstruction Program

270

50

2016

Winnicutt Rd. & Portsmouth Ave. Intersection Improvements

Bunker Hill & Portsmouth Ave. Intersection Improvements

Highway Vehicle/Equipment Capital Reserve Fund

Public Works and Highways:

TOWN PROJECT TITLE/DEPARTMENT

1,745.0

5

5

250

300

20

50

14

270

50

2019

AS APPROVED BY THE PLANNING BOARD ON FEBRUARY 3, 2016

1,731.0

5

5

250

300

20

50

270

50

2020

STRATHAM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM--REQUESTS--PROJECT SUMMARY IN $000'S

1,710.0

5

5

215

300

20

50

14

270

50

2021

BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
2015
APPROPRIATION
Executive
$198,446
Election & Registration
$6,650
Financial Administration
$436,151
Legal Expenses
$30,000
Personnel Administration
$957,617
Planning & Zoning
$253,908
General Government Buildings
$179,870
Cemeteries
$38,150
Insurances
$92,377
Police
$963,730
Fire
$238,580
Emergency Management
$24,180
Emergency Dispatch Communication
$1,000
Highways
$821,466
Street Lighting
$8,500
Solid Waste Management
$622,919
Public Works Commission
$18,400
Animal Control
$600
Pest Control
$62,500
Public Service Agencies
$39,026
Direct Assistance
$20,000
Parks & Recreation
$229,949
Library
$407,331
Patriotic Purposes
$2,200
Conservation Commission
$2,500
Heritage Commission
$3,750
300th Anniversary Committee
$5,000
Economic Development
$6,250
Town Center Revitalization Comm.
$5,200
Energy Commission
$1,500
Interest on Debt
$291,803
Total Appropriations
$5,969,553
EXPENSES:

REVENUES:
Interest & Penalties on Taxes
Motor Vehicle Permits
Business Licenses & Permits
Other Licenses, Permits & Fees
Rent of Town Property
Yield/Excavation Tax
Income From Departments
Sale of Town Property
Highway Block Grant/State of NH
Rooms & Meals
Interest on Investments
Reimbursements
Trust & Agency Funds
Total Revenues

$80,000
$1,500,000
$49,630
$160,000
$52,200
$6,000
$235,700
$12,425
$158,843
$350,905
$10,000
$25,000
$6,000
$2,646,703
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2015
ACTUAL
$182,623
$5,901
$429,675
$17,093
$821,475
$238,282
$175,459
$36,226
$73,549
$920,345
$183,873
$6,038
$864
$799,951
$9,118
$616,425
$16,195
$850
$62,500
$39,026
$4,469
$217,896
$406,090
$1,149
$2,814
$2,224
$5,245
$2,119
$973
$0
$284,067
$5,562,514

$83,373
$1,631,376
$37,376
$174,351
$57,481
$6,034
$273,051
$17,884
$181,056
$350,905
$12,183
$28,062
$22,128
$2,875,259

2016
PROPOSED
$201,978
$19,400
$444,055
$30,000
$993,306
$256,527
$213,788
$36,336
$76,151
$1,031,128
$254,900
$33,620
$1,000
$825,243
$9,500
$633,595
$18,400
$600
$64,680
$40,226
$17,000
$244,896
$423,342
$2,100
$4,300
$3,750
$5,000
$3,750
$5,200
$4,400
$269,330
$6,167,501

$80,000
$1,500,000
$35,000
$160,000
$54,000
$1,100
$249,700
$18,000
$158,843
$350,905
$35,000
$33,620
$6,000
$2,682,168

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
2015 was a busy year in the Town Clerk/Tax Collector’s Office. Our numbers continue to
increase in the number of motor vehicle, boat, and dog registrations that we process each year.
We had just the one election for the Town in 2015 with a 12% turnout. We started taking on-line
and over the counter credit cards for Property taxes in January. We have the 2016 dog tags and
boat decals in so residents can come in anytime to license their dog or process their boat
registrations.
If you wish an email reminder notice for your motor vehicle renewals, and we don’t have your
email address, please send it to jcharbonneau@strathamnh.gov or ckenny@strathamnh.gov
We try very hard to make your experience here at the Town Clerk’s office a pleasant one. We
will always utilize the latest technology to keep our costs in line for both the Town and the
customer.
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce L. Charbonneau, Town Clerk/Tax Collector
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015

BEGINNING CASH BALANCE

$450.00

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION TOWN FEES
MUNICIPAL AGENT FEES - MOTOR VEHICLE
BOAT REGISTRATION TOWN FEES
MUNICIPAL AGENT FEES – BOATS
TITLES – TOWN FEES
U.C.C. FILINGS
VITAL RECORDS TOWN FEES
VITAL RECORDS STATE FEES
DOG LICENSES TOWN FEES
DOG LICENSES STATE FEES
DOG FINES
ONLINE MAILING FEES
COPIES
TOTAL TOWN CLERK FEES COLLECTED
COLLECTED FOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS
REMITTED TO TREASURER

$1,626,828.23
$27,939.00
$4,547.32
$1,325.00
$3,534.00
$1,260.00
$1,701.00
$2,844.00
$5,472.50
$3,193.50
$1,235.00
$1,102.00
$485.00
$1,681,466.55
$68,425.00
$1,749,891.55

ENDING CASH BALANCE

$450.00

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Joyce L. Charbonneau
Town Clerk/Tax Collector
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015
DEBITS
UNCOLLECTED TAXES-Beginning of Fiscal Year: 2015
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Excavation Taxes
Current Year Tax Credits

2015
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

.......Levies of.......
2014
2013
$895,617.93
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

2012
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

TAXES COMMITTED THIS YEAR:
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Excavation Taxes

$24,488,703.00
$0.00
$99,000.00
$6,124.52

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

OVERPAYMENTS:
Overpayments/Credits Refunded
Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes
TOTAL DEBITS:

$44,540.69
$8,341.12
$24,646,709.33

$0.00
$29,138.53
$924,756.46

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$23,896,576.74

$743,386.80

$0.00

$0.00

$6,033.70
$8,341.12
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$27,480.03
$1,658.50
$152,231.13

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$117.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$80.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$636,469.95
$99,000.00
$90.82
$24,646,709.33

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$924,756.46

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

CREDITS
REMITTED TO TREASURER:
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
Interest
Excavation Taxes
Converted to Liens (Principal only)
ABATEMENTS MADE:
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Timber Yield Taxes
UNCOLLECTED TAXES-End of Fiscal Year: 2015
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
TOTAL CREDITS:
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SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015

DEBITS

Balance of Unredeemed Liens:
Beginning of Fiscal Year
Liens Executed During Fiscal Year

..........Tax Liens on Acc't of Levies..........
2014
2013
2012+
$0.00 $135,005.97 $96,900.21
$163,966.97

$0.00

$0.00

$3,055.34

$10,262.72

$32,575.45

Interest & Costs Collected
(After Lien Execution)
TOTAL DEBITS

$167,022.31 $145,268.69 $129,475.66

CREDITS
REMITTED TO TREASURER:
Redemptions

$41,115.95

$42,975.51

$93,854.25

$3,055.34

$10,262.72

$32,575.45

$0.00

$2,364.16

$0.00

$207.66

$183.80

$179.25

Balance of Unredeemed Liens:
End of Fiscal Year

$122,643.36

$89,482.50

$2,866.71

TOTAL CREDITS

$167,022.31 $145,268.69 $129,475.66

Interest/Costs Collected
Abatements of Unredeemed Taxes
Liens Deeded To Town
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TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT 2015

RECEIVED FROM TAX COLLECTOR
2015 Property Tax & Interest
2014 Property Tax & Interest
Prior Year Tax Redemptions & Interest
Current Use Land Change & Interest
Railroad Tax
Yield Tax & Interest (Timber Cutting)
Subtotal
RECEIVED FROM TOWN CLERK
Motor Vehicle Permits
Municipal Agent Fees
Titles
Vital Records
UCC Filings & Certificates
Dog Licenses & Fines
Boat Fees
Mailing Fees
Filing and Other Fees
Subtotal
RECEIVED FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL SOURCES
NH. Revenue Sharing Block Grant
NH. Highway Block Grant
NH. Rooms & Meals Tax
FEMA
Misc. Grants
OEM Drill Reimbursement
Subtotal
RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES
Interest Income
Fines & Forfeitures
Building Permits
Transfer Station Permits
Transfer Station Fees
Planning Board Fees
Zoning Board of Adjustment Fees
Police Department Revenue
Recreation Programs
Recreation Summer Camp
Rent of Town Property
Sale of Town Property
Sale of Cemetery & Cremation Lots
Grave Excavation Fees
Cable TV Franchise
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$23,860,377.17
$73,309.82
$179,667.93
$0.00
$95.24
$6,033.70
$24,119,483.86
$1,626,828.23
$27,939.00
$3,534.00
$1,701.00
$1,260.00
$6,707.50
$5,872.32
$1,102.00
$15.00
$1,674,959.05
$0.00
$160,119.21
$350,905.14
$20,842.17
$43,738.47
$14,250.50
$589,855.49
$12,183.20
$500.00
$126,988.51
$5,340.00
$47,435.00
$4,752.00
$2,358.50
$8,985.10
$9,295.00
$21,316.47
$57,480.50
$4,392.21
$7,450.00
$5,550.00
$174,351.44

Recycling Program
Insurance Reimbursements
Reimbursement for Plan Review
School Resource Officer
Overpayments and Other Reimbursements
Subtotal

$5,658.36
$9,965.19
$2,038.15
$15,000.00
$21,514.23
$542,553.86

Subtotal

$22,128.00
$22,128.00

RECEIVED FROM SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
Transfer from Trustees of the Trust Funds

$26,948,980.26

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 2015
FISCAL YEAR 2015 TRANSACTIONS
Cash on Hand January 1, 2015
Total Receipts for 2015
Safety Complex Bond Principle & Interest
Scamman Conservation Easement Principle & Interest
Fire House & Conservation Bond Principle & Interest
Gifford Property Principal & Interest
Cushman Property Principle
Debt Service Interest
Paid on Selectmen's Orders
Trustees of the Trust Funds
BALANCE ON HAND DEC. 31, 2015
OTHER ASSETS IN HANDS OF TREASURER
Police Detail Account
Road & Other Bonds
Payroll Account
Gifford House Security Deposit
Foss Property Security Deposit
Park Cottage Security Deposit
Stratham Hill Park Revolving Fund
Stratham DARE
Stratham Hill Park Public Deposit Investment Pool
Fire Department E.M.S. Fund
Fire Protection Fund
Heritage Fund/300th Anniversary Committee
Recreation Revolving Fund
Cemetery Land Fund
Drug Forfeiture Fund
Petty Cash (Town Clerk/Finance)
TOTAL ALL OTHER ASSETS
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$9,935,956.12
$26,948,980.26
($344,375.00)
($186,658.00)
($341,690.00)
($14,645.00)
($105,699.00)
$0.00
($24,935,255.26)
($116,200.52)
$10,840,413.60
$72,822.51
$336,016.63
$9,566.25
$2,101.20
$3,600.23
$952.15
$38,883.60
$7,503.58
$3,934.72
$367,560.31
$46,530.97
$44,208.31
$111,398.88
$3,084.99
$4,203.23
$650.00
$1,053,017.56

SUMMARY OF SAFETY COMPLEX BONDED DEBT
Safety Complex General Obligation Bond:
Fiscal Year
Ending
Dec. 31st
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

Principal Payment

Interest Payment
$104,270.83
$175,625.00
$169,375.00
$163,125.00
$156,875.00
$150,312.50
$143,125.00
$135,312.50
$126,875.00
$117,812.50
$108,437.50
$99,062.50
$89,375.00
$79,375.00
$69,062.50
$58,437.50
$47,812.50
$37,187.50
$26,562.50
$15,937.50
$5,312.50

$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00
$250,000.00

$5,000,000.00
Outstanding Debt
Balance
$5,000,000.00
$4,750,000.00
$4,500,000.00
$4,250,000.00
$4,000,000.00
$3,750,000.00
$3,500,000.00
$3,250,000.00
$3,000,000.00
$2,750,000.00
$2,500,000.00
$2,250,000.00
$2,000,000.00
$1,750,000.00
$1,500,000.00
$1,250,000.00
$1,000,000.00
$750,000.00
$500,000.00
$250,000.00
$0.00

SUMMARY OF GIFFORD HOUSE BONDED DEBT
Gifford House Obligation Bond:
Fiscal Year
Ending
12/31
Principal Payment
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

Interest Payment

$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00
$14,000.00

$4,100.83
$5,985.00
$5,320.00
$4,655.00
$3,990.00
$3,325.00
$2,660.00
$1,995.00
$1,330.00
$665.00
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$140,000.00
Outstanding Debt
Balance
$126,000.00
$112,000.00
$98,000.00
$84,000.00
$70,000.00
$56,000.00
$42,000.00
$28,000.00
$14,000.00
$0.00

SUMMARY OF FIRE HOUSE/CONSERVATION BONDED DEBT
Fire House/Conservation General Obligation Bond:
Fiscal Year
Ending
Dec. 31st
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028

Principal Payment

Interest Payment
$103,922.29
$173,858.75
$165,346.25
$156,908.75
$148,190.00
$139,190.00
$130,190.00
$121,190.00
$112,190.00
$103,290.00
$94,490.00
$85,690.00
$76,890.00
$68,090.00
$59,290.00
$50,490.00
$41,580.00
$32,560.00
$23,375.00
$14,025.00
$4,675.00

$229,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$225,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00
$220,000.00

$4,444,000.00
Outstanding Debt
Balance
$4,444,000.00
$4,215,000.00
$3,990,000.00
$3,765,000.00
$3,540,000.00
$3,315,000.00
$3,090,000.00
$2,865,000.00
$2,640,000.00
$2,420,000.00
$2,200,000.00
$1,980,000.00
$1,760,000.00
$1,540,000.00
$1,320,000.00
$1,100,000.00
$880,000.00
$660,000.00
$440,000.00
$220,000.00
$0.00

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION BOND DEBT
Conservation General Obligation Bond:
Fiscal Year
Ending
Dec. 31st
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026

Principal Payment

Interest Payment

$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$120,000.00

$45,980.03
$69,177.50
$66,657.50
$63,537.50
$59,817.50
$56,697.50
$52,377.50
$47,457.50
$42,537.50
$36,417.50
$30,897.50
$27,177.50
$24,657.50
$22,062.50
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$2,375,000.00
Outstanding Debt
Balance
$2,375,000.00
$2,375,000.00
$2,255,000.00
$2,135,000.00
$2,015,000.00
$1,895,000.00
$1,775,000.00
$1,655,000.00
$1,535,000.00
$1,415,000.00
$1,295,000.00
$1,175,000.00
$1,055,000.00
$935,000.00
$815,000.00

2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033

$120,000.00
$120,000.00
$115,000.00
$115,000.00
$115,000.00
$115,000.00
$115,000.00

$19,392.50
$16,647.50
$13,886.25
$11,040.00
$8,050.00
$5,060.00
$1,782.50

$695,000.00
$575,000.00
$460,000.00
$345,000.00
$230,000.00
$115,000.00
$0.00

SUMMARY OF CUSHMAN PROPERTY BOND DEBT
Bartlett/Cushman Property General Obligation Bond:
Fiscal Year
Ending
Dec. 31st
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Principal Payment

Interest Payment
$4,045.23
$7,419.12
$5,773.48
$4,127.85
$2,482.22
$836.59

$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$100,000.00

Respectfully submitted,
Deborah Bronson
Town Treasurer
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$500,000.00
Outstanding Debt
Balance
$500,000.00
$400,000.00
$300,000.00
$200,000.00
$100,000.00
$0.00

SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
TOWN OF STRATHAM IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
CERTIFICATE (2015)
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from the
official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.
David Canada, Bruno Federico, Timothy Copeland, Selectmen
1. Valuation of land only:
Acres
Assessment
A. Current use (at c.u. value)
2,555.51
$383,955
B. Conservation
47.53
$1,178
C. Residential
5,224.03
$320,799,800
D. Commercial/Industrial
542.39
$64,747,500
E. Total of Taxable Land
8,369.46
$385,932,433
F. Tax Exempt & Non Taxable
877.86
2. Value of Buildings only:
A. Residential
B. Manufactured Housing
C. Commercial/Industrial
D. Discretionary Preservation Easement
E. Total of Taxable Buildings
F. Exempt & Non Taxable
3. Public Utilities:
A. Gas
B. Electric
D. Other Utilities (water)
C. Total Utilities

$710,082,127
$3,002,100
$120,959,700
$46,648
$834,090,575
$49,233,825
$12,196,000
$14,015,900
$1,121,300
$27,333,200

4. Valuation before Exemptions:
5. Disabled Exemptions:
6. Modified Assessed Valuation of all Properties
7.
8.
9.
9.

$10,333,700

Blind Exemption (4)
Elderly Exemption (44)
Solar Energy Exemption (1)
Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions

10. Net Valuation on which Tax Rate is computed
11. Less the Value of Utilities
12. Net Valuation without Utilities on which State
Education Tax is Computed
TAX CREDITS:
Totally and permanently disabled veterans, their spouses
or widows, and the widows of veterans who died or were
killed on active duty ($2,000.):
12
Other war service credits ($500.):
345
Total Number and Amount:
357
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$1,247,356,208
$0
$1,247,356,208
$60,000
$3,821,900
$5,486
$3,887,386
$1,243,468,822
($27,333,200)
$1,216,135,622

$24,000
$172,000
$196,000

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
Taxes Assessed for the Tax Year 2015
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken
from official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and
belief.
David Canada, Bruno Federico, Timothy Copeland, Selectmen
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION
GENERAL GOVERNMENT:
Executive
Elections, Registration & Vital Statistics
Financial Administration
Revaluation of Property
Legal Expenses
Personnel Administration
Planning and Zoning
General Government Buildings
Cemeteries
Insurance
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Police
Fire
Emergency Management
Emergency Communications
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS:
Highway Department
Street Lighting
Public Works - Other
SANITATION:
Solid Waste Collection
HEALTH:
Animal Control
Pest Control
Health Agencies & Hospitals
WELFARE:
Administration & Direct Assistance
CULTURE AND RECREATION:
Parks & Recreation
Library
Patriotic purposes
Conservation Commission
Town Center Revitalization
Energy Commission
Heritage Commission/300th Anniversary
Economic Development
DEBT SERVICE:
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$198,446
$6,650
$436,151
$20,000
$30,000
$957,617
$253,908
$179,870
$38,150
$92,377
$963,730
$297,580
$24,180
$1,000
$821,466
$8,500
$18,400
$622,919
$600
$62,500
$39,026
$20,000
$229,949
$407,331
$2,200
$2,500
$5,200
$1,500
$18,750
$6,250

Tax Anticipation Note Interest
Interest -Long Term Bonds & Notes
Principal - Long Term Bonds & Notes
CAPITAL OUTLAY:
Capital Improvements
OPERATING TRANSFERS OUT

$100
$291,703
$709,000
$916,500
$102,000

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS:

$7,786,053

REVISED ESTIMATED REVENUES
TAXES:
Yield Taxes
Excavation Taxes
Interest and Penalties on Delinquent Taxes
LICENSES, PERMITS AND FEES:
Business Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Other Licenses, Permits and Fees
FROM FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:
FROM STATE:
Shared Revenues
Meals & Rooms Tax Distribution
Highway Block Grant
Other
CHARGES FOR SERVICES:
Income from Departments
Other Charges
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES:
Sale of Municipal Property
Interest on Investments
Rent of Town Property
INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS:
Trust and Agency Funds
Special Revenue Funds
Capital Reserve Funds
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
Proceeds from Long Term Bonds & Notes
SUBTOTAL OF REVENUES:
GENERAL FUND BALANCE:
Unreserved Fund Balance
Less Voted from "Surplus"
Less Fund Balance - Reduce Taxes
Fund Balance - Retained
TOTAL REVENUES AND CREDITS:
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$6,000
$0
$80,000
$49,630
$1,500,000
$160,000

$0
$350,905
$158,748
$95
$235,700
$25,000
$12,425
$10,000
$52,200

$59,000
$6,000
$0
$2,705,703

$1,541,821
$0
$441,821
$1,100,000
$3,147,524

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
2015 TAX RATE COMPUTATION

Description
Municipal
Total Appropriation
Net Revenues (Not including Fund Balance)
Fund Balance to Reduce Taxes
War Service Credits
Actual Overlay Used
Net Required Local Tax Effort

Appropriation

Tax Rate

$7,786,053
($2,705,703)
($441,821)
$196,000
$98,935

County
Net County Apportionment
Net Required Local Tax Effort

$4,933,464

$3.96

$1,288,666

$1.04

$15,665,333

$12.60

$2,794,701

$2.30

$1,288,666

Education
Net Local School Appropriations
New Cooperative School Appropriation
Net Education Grant
Locally Retained State Education Tax
Net Required Local Tax Effort

$9,797,017
$10,514,780
($1,851,763)
($2,794,701)

State Education Tax
Net Required Local Tax Effort

$2,794,701

Combined Tax Rate
Total Municipal Tax Effort
War Service Credits
Total Property Tax Commitment

State Education Tax (no utilities)
All Other Taxes

$19.90
$24,682,164.00
($196,000.00)
$24,486,164.00

PROOF OF RATE
Net Assessed Valuation
$1,216,135,622
$1,243,468,822
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Tax Rate
Assessment
$2.30 $2,794,701
$17.60 $21,887,463

EXPENDITURES
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Payroll
Training
Substance Abuse Testing
Meals
Uniforms
Paving & Road Construction
Rented Equipment
Culvert Pipe
New Equipment/Tools/Signs
Road Paint
Equipment Repair & Maintenance
Salt
Sand and Gravel
Telephone
Electricity
Gas & Oil
Heat
Building Maintenance
Computer Software Maintenance
Supplies
TOTAL

$217,885
$575
$660
$1,130
$3,976
$378,700
$1,863
$1,200
$3,868
$6,529
$50,080
$77,726
$4,194
$2,263
$7,117
$27,250
$3,557
$6,795
$1,734
$2,048
$799,150

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
Payroll
Solid Waste Collection & Disposal
Landfill Closure Annual
Materials and Supplies
Hazardous Waste Collection
Transfer Station
Electricity
TOTAL

$14,158
$530,395
$8,646
$2,698
$2,240
$57,755
$532
$616,424

CEMETERIES
Payroll
Ground Maintenance (& Road Repairs)
Excavation
Equipment Maintenance
New Equipment
Supplies
Computer Maintenance
Transfer to Trust Funds (sale of lots)
TOTAL
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$17,762
$4,988
$2,050
$1,334
$3,061
$186
$494
$6,350
$36,225

EXPENDITURES (cont.)
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Payroll
Police Part Time/OT
Police Holiday
Police payroll - Admin. Asst.
Police payroll - Prosecutor
Office supplies - Legal
Office Supplies
New Equipment
Uniforms
Technical Support
Cruiser Lease
Gas and Oil
Repairs (Vehicle & Equipment)
Community Service Programs
Training
Special Response Team
Electricity
Heat
Telephone
Building Maintenance/Repair/Supply
TOTAL
PARK
Payroll
Seasonal Payroll
Training
Office Supplies
Ground Maintenance
Electricity
Telephone (Cellphone reimburse.)
Supplies
Uniforms
Building Maintenance
Equipment Maintenance
Vehicle Maintenance
New Equipment
TOTAL
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$605,435
$80,769
$18,855
$42,768
$36,416
$2,892
$3,805
$1,389
$7,952
$11,086
$34,865
$19,611
$12,555
$28
$8,941
$2,500
$11,421
$2,990
$5,728
$10,339
$920,345

$44,248
$8,919
$190
$152
$14,751
$3,989
$813
$2,570
$723
$5,191
$1,657
$2,962
$1,091
$87,256

49

Title of Appropriations
Executive
Elections & Registrations
Financial Administration
Legal Expenses
Personnel Administration
Planning and Zoning
General Government Buildings
Cemeteries
Insurances
Police Department
Fire Department
Emergency Management
Emergency Communications
Highway Department
Street Lighting
Waste Disposal
Public Works Commission
Animal Control
Pest Control
Public Service Agencies
Direct Assistance
Parks & Recreation
Library
Patriotic Purposes
Conservation Commission
Heritage Commission
300th Anniversary Committee
Economic Development Com.
Town Center Revitalization
Energy Commission
Interest on Accounts
Interest on Investments
Principal & Int. on Long Term Debt
TOTALS

Receipts/
Total Amount
Appropriation Reimbursements
Available
$198,446
$174,351
$372,797
$6,650
$0
$6,650
$436,151
$2,362,857
$2,799,008
$30,000
$0
$30,000
$957,617
$24,965
$982,582
$253,908
$136,138
$390,046
$179,870
$57,481
$237,351
$38,150
$13,000
$51,150
$92,377
$0
$92,377
$963,730
$9,503
$973,233
$297,580
$0
$297,580
$24,180
$14,251
$38,431
$1,000
$0
$1,000
$821,466
$224,699
$1,046,165
$8,500
$0
$8,500
$622,919
$56,908
$679,827
$18,400
$0
$18,400
$600
$6,708
$7,308
$62,500
$0
$62,500
$39,026
$0
$39,026
$20,000
$0
$20,000
$229,949
$30,611
$260,560
$407,331
$0
$407,331
$2,200
$0
$2,200
$2,500
$0
$2,500
$3,750
$0
$3,750
$15,000
$0
$15,000
$6,250
$0
$6,250
$5,200
$0
$5,200
$1,500
$0
$1,500
$0
$12,683
$12,683
$0
$0
$0
$1,000,803
$0
$1,000,803
$6,747,553
$3,124,155
$9,871,708
Expenditures
$182,623
$5,901
$429,675
$17,093
$822,035
$238,282
$175,459
$36,226
$73,549
$920,345
$183,873
$6,038
$864
$799,951
$9,118
$616,425
$16,195
$850
$62,500
$39,026
$4,469
$217,896
$406,090
$1,149
$2,814
$2,224
$5,245
$2,119
$973
$0
$0
$0
$993,066
$6,272,073
$1,526
$9,755
$4,131
$4,227
$1,500
$12,683
$0
$7,737
$3,600,567

$63,402
$2,205
$6,458
$0
$0
$15,531
$42,664
$1,241
$1,051

Unexpended
Balance
$190,174
$749
$2,369,333
$12,907
$160,547
$151,764
$61,892
$14,924
$18,828
$52,888
$113,707
$32,393
$136
$246,214

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2015

($932)

($314)

($618)

Overage

YEARLY EARNINGS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES - 2015
Allen, Deborah
Arnold, Sara L.
Barr, David P.
Bibeau, Amanda
Bronson, Deborah
Brothers, Timothy
Call, James C.
Canada, David
Carbone, Marisa
Carbonneau, Chris
Chaffin, Colby
Chamberlain, David W.
Charbonneau, Joyce
Chisholm, Gordon
Choinere, Alan
Cline, Audrey
Coate, Benjamin
Cook, Robert
Cook III, Robert
Copeland, Andra
Copeland, Timothy D
Coughlin, Doreen
Crosby, Bryan
Crosby, Margaret
Crow, Joshua
Cutler, Tracey
Daley, Lincoln
Danko, Phyllis L.
Dardani, John
Denton, Jeffrey
Deschaine, Paul R.
Devonshire, James
Dolan, Garrett
Doucette, Michael
Dyrkacz, Joseph
Dziama, Pamela C.
Emanuel, David
Emerson, John R.
Federico, Bruno
Flagg, Katherine

$5,131.56
$1,333.49
$3,395.00
$49,815.66
$3,000.00
$9,318.75
$72,689.80
$4,000.00
$1,587.51
$341.25
$1,776.00
$146.25
$49,077.28
$11,107.39
$881.25
$54,747.47
$1,178.32
$573.75
$10,380.75
$9.38
$4,122.50
$13,477.11
$1,226.25
$1,230.00
$243.75
$27,126.10
$77,262.18
$5,371.64
$1,500.75
$292.50
$87,031.88
$52.50
$87.50
$60,901.59
$28,661.41
$4,941.42
$1,382.50
$57,310.54
$4,000.00
$176.25

Izzo, Robert
Jackson, Robert E
Jamison, Harold
Janvrin, Steven
Joseph, James
Kemp, Valerie A.
Kenny, Catherine
Kimball, Lesley
Lane, Joann
Larrabee, Matthew
Laverty, Colin P.
Law, Charles
Lemire, Denise
Lennon, Jacob M.
Lewy, Andrea
Littlefield, William D
London, Charles
Lucius, Samantha
MacCallum, Marcia
McAuliffe, Michael
McCabe, Jessica
McCluskey, Erica
McLaughlin, Mary E.
Merrick, Taylor
Morse, Lori
Nickerson, Michael
O'Neil, Kevin B
Oliveira, Michael
Papalian, Matthew
Perkins, Charles D.
Pierce, David
Pvirre, Keith
Rice, Verne
Richard, Karen
Rivais, James E.
Rivers, Cindy
Rodier, Ashley
Ryan, Karen
Ryden, Patricia A.
Sapienza, John
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$933.75
$5,280.48
$18.00
$2,636.34
$30,555.81
$45,351.13
$31,584.90
$59,773.70
$159.00
$157.50
$59,905.21
$74,656.96
$14,121.00
$8,876.25
$63,823.18
$1,945.52
$105.00
$34,304.74
$19,545.60
$1,550.00
$2,800.00
$4,000.00
$11,897.64
$1,455.00
$307.40
$327.00
$1,003.83
$63,474.55
$1,483.13
$51,250.40
$94,951.58
$66.97
$1,213.01
$27,421.18
$13,768.11
$14,113.00
$5,092.00
$15,906.33
$37,131.94
$907.50

YEARLY EARNINGS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES - 2015
Forest, Cantrece
Fotheringham, Grant
French, Bryan
Gallagher, Caren
Grahame, Michael
Grella, Stacey J
Guida, Jack
Hall, Derrick
Hart, Daniel
Hart, William
Hazekamp, Dana
Hensley, Deborah
Hickey, Seth
Hoitt, William
Holbrook, Brian
Hopping, Lucy

$15,767.50
$65,763.38
$2,951.83
$858.75
$18.00
$45,655.24
$1,425.00
$30.00
$8,919.00
$36,415.60
$102.00
$90.00
$47,823.17
$2,786.31
$64,198.40
$18,505.99

Sawyer, June
Scippa, John V.
Slager, Timothy E
Standen, Scott
Stoddard, Cameron
Streelman, Janice
Sturgis, Thomas
Teschek, Patricia
Thompson, Roger
Von Letkemann, Lucia
Walker, Patricia
Walsh, Emma
Weaver, Alvin
Weymer, Gary
Williams, Alan
Woods, Kimberly E.
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$3,641.79
$94,280.90
$48,325.64
$348.75
$2,132.41
$38,901.82
$30.00
$79.88
$122.50
$33,822.56
$1,453.51
$2,649.50
$1,042.72
$63.00
$55,284.76
$39,185.63

FINANCIAL REPORT
GENERAL FUND
Revenues and expenditures for the period January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015
GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
Voted
Other
Actual
Appropriation
Authorizations Expenditures
General Government
Executive
$198,446
$182,623
Election, Reg. & Vital Statistics
$6,650
$5,901
Financial Administration
$436,151
$429,675
Property Assessment
$20,000
$2,910
$0
Non-Lapsing Appropriations
Explanation for Authorizations:
Legal Expense
$30,000
$17,093
Personnel Administration
$957,617
$830,697
Planning & Zoning
$253,908
$238,282
General Government Buildings
$179,870
$175,459
Cemeteries
$38,150
$36,226
Insurance
$92,377
$73,549
Other General Government Expense
$2,575
General Government Subtotal
$2,213,169
$2,910
$1,992,080
Public Safety
Police
Fire
Emergency Management
Other Communications
Public Safety Subtotal

$963,730
$238,580
$24,180
$1,000
$1,227,490

Highways and Streets
Highway & Streets
Street Lighting
Highways and Streets Subtotal

$0

$920,345
$183,873
$6,038
$864
$1,111,120

$821,466
$8,500
$829,966

$0

$800,024
$9,118
$809,142

Sanitation Subtotal

$622,919
$622,919

$0

$616,425
$616,425

Water Distribution and Treatment
Administration
Water Distribution and Treatment subtotal

$18,400
$18,400

$0

$16,195
$16,195

Health
Administration
Pest Control
Health Agencies, Hospice & Other
Health Subtotal

$600
$62,500
$39,026
$102,126

$0

$850
$62,500
$39,026
$102,376

Sanitation
Administration
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Welfare
Administration & Direct Assistance
Welfare Subtotal

$20,000
$20,000

Culture & Recreation
Parks & Recreation
Library
Patriotic Purposes
Other Culture & Recreation
Culture & Recreation Subtotal

$229,949
$407,331
$2,200
$10,000
$649,480

Conservation and Development
Admin. & Purchase of Natural Resources
Other Conservation
Redevelopment and Housing
Economic Development
Conservation and Development Subtotal

$11,250
$1,500
$5,200
$6,250
$24,200

$10,282
$0
$973
$2,119
$13,374

Debt Service
Principle - Long Term Bonds & Notes
Interest - Long Term Bonds & Notes
Interest on Tax Anticipation Notes
Debt Service Subtotal

$709,000
$291,703
$100
$1,000,803

$709,000
$284,066

Capital Outlay
Land

$0

$4,469
$4,469

$0

$217,896
$406,090
$1,149
$0
$625,135

$0

$993,066

$175,000

$0
$175,000
Conservation Easement
$144,500
$14,962
$185,675
Non-Lapsing Appropriations
$87,500
$3,028
$55,692
$509,500
($38,720)
$393,576
Non-Lapsing Appropriations

Explanation for Authorizations:
Machinery, Vehicles, & Equipment
Explanation for Authorizations:
Buildings
Improvements Other than Buildings
Explanation for Authorizations:
Capital Outlay Subtotal

$916,500

Operating Transfers Out
To Capital Projects Fund
To Capital Reserve Fund
To Expendable Trust Fund
Operating Transfers Out Subtotal

$67,000
$35,000
$102,000

Payments to Other Governments
Taxes Assessed for the County
Taxes Assessed for Local Education
Taxes Assessed for State Education
Payment to Other General Gov. Subtotal

$1,288,666
$15,665,333
$2,794,701
$19,748,700

($20,730)

$809,943

$0

$67,000
$35,000
$102,000

$0

$1,288,666
$15,665,333
$2,794,701
$19,748,700

Other
Authorizations

Actual
Expenditures

($17,820)

$26,944,025

Less Proprietary Funds, Special Revenue or Capital Projects Funds

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
Total General Fund Expenditures

Voted
Appropriations
$27,475,753
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GENERAL FUND REVENUES
Taxes
Property Taxes
$24,387,229
Land Use Change Taxes-General Fund
$0
Yield Taxes
$100
Interest & Penalties on Delinquent Taxes
$90,000
Taxes Subtotal
$24,477,329

$0

$24,590,060
$3,417
$6,034
$83,373
$24,682,884

$0

$182,259
$1,626,828
$174,351
$1,983,438

$0

$350,905
$160,119
$78,926
$589,950

$0

$118,464
$4,671
$123,135

$0

$13,647
$13,811
$86,363
$113,821

Licenses, Permits and Fees
Business Licenses & Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Other Licenses, Permits, and Fees
Licenses, Permits and Fees Subtotal

$32,000
$1,400,000
$150,000
$1,582,000

Revenue from State of New Hampshire
Meals and Rooms Tax Distribution
Highway Block Grant
Other
State of NH Revenue Subtotal

$350,975
$148,351
$0
$499,326

Charges for Services
Income from Departments
Other Charges
Charges for Services Subtotal

$299,180
$20,000
$319,180

Miscellaneous Revenues
Sale of Municipal Property
Interest on Investments
Other
Miscellaneous Revenues Subtotal

$10,000
$3,000
$52,200
$65,200

Interfund Operating Transfers In
From Special Revenue Funds
From Trust & Fiduciary Funds
Interfund Operating Transfers In Subtotal

$59,000
$6,000
$65,000

$0

$0
$22,128
$22,128

$27,008,035

$0

$27,515,356

Less Proprietary Funds, Special Revenue or Capital Projects Funds

TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUE

TAXES/LIENS RECEIVABLE
Year of this Report

For Prior Levy

Total

Uncollected at Year End

$636,470

$214,993

$851,463

Receivable at End of Year

$636,470

$214,993

$851,463

RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY
School District Liability at Beginning of Year
ADD: School District Assessment for Current Year
Total Liability within Current Year
LESS: Payments made to School District
Due to School District End of Year
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$8,954,412
$18,460,034
$27,414,446
($18,620,215)
$8,794,231

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
Current Assets
Beginning of year
Cash and Equivalents
$9,944,981
Tax Receivable
$895,618
Tax Liens Receivable
$231,906
Due from Other Governments
$43,738
Due from Other Funds
$28,807
Tax Deeded Property (Subject to Resale)
$25,469
Total Assets
$11,170,519

End of year
$10,404,352
$636,667
$395,873
$43,738
$28,929
$25,469
$11,535,028

Current Liabilities
Warrants and Accounts Payable
Due to School Districts
Total Liabilities

$79,353
$8,954,412
$9,033,765

$32,712
$8,794,231
$8,826,943

Fund Equity
Non-Spendable Fund Balance
Committed Fund Balance
Unassigned Fund Balance
Total Fund Equity

$25,469
$569,464
$1,541,821
$2,136,754

$25,469
$450,516
$2,232,100
$2,708,085

$11,170,519

$11,535,028

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET RECONCILIATION
Total Revenues
$27,015,075
$27,515,356
Total Expenditures
$26,806,263
$26,944,025
Change (Increase or Decrease)
$208,812
$571,331
Ending Fund Equity from Balance Sheet
$2,136,754
$2,708,085
Less Beginning Fund Equity from Balance She
$1,927,942
$2,136,754
Change (Increase or Decrease)
$208,812
$571,331
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STRATHAM TRUST FUNDS 2015 - SUMMARY PAGE
BAL/END

BAL/BEG

INCOME

EXPENDED

BAL/END

379,635

CAP/GAIN WITHDRAWN

10,796

121,370

NEW FUNDS

-

BAL/BEG

20,226

10,796

NAME OF FUND

-

DATE OF CREATION

20,226

88,532

379,635

258,265

111,939

6,830

43,046

GRAND TOTAL
Principal/Income

-

750
1,500
1,500
700
1,500
1,500

6,048

25,231

110,807

121,370

-

258,265

6,752

-

51,185

81,541

11,713

111,939

6,350

-

-

6,126

1,416

-

49

575

251,915

-

-

81,701

23,815

4,983

-

-

CEMETERY FUNDS:
750
1,500
1,500
700
1,500
1,500

-

17,814

46,202

23

38

750
1,500
1,500
700
1,500
1,500

6,350
-

-

59,622

26

538

-

-

-

81,492

11,138

-

251,915

-

-

3,120

465,029

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS EQUIP

-

81,701

-

-

-

TOTAL CEMETERY FUNDS
LIBARY FUNDS:
VARIOUS
17,814

-

Frances Masi
Graham Wark
Mark & Sharon Sykas
Carolyn Burke
Don & Anita French
Lorraine Bailey

STRATHAM HILL PARK:
VARIOUS
59,622

5,000

2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015

STRATHAM HILL PK ASSOCIATION
1966

79,612

476,167

2001

CAPITAL RESERVES & OTHER TRUSTS
1988
LAND CONSERVATION FUND

33,170
11,022
9,785
5,956
82,250

6,572
4,015
425,540
92,512

58
17
15
9
69

1,072
4
540
85

52,414
80,603

-

-

93
55

85,900
39,962
23,560

16
7
7
4
51

6
3
248
52

-

107
37
36

42
10
9
5
18

1,065
2
292
33

37
41

-

33,112
11,005
9,770
5,947
82,181

5,500
4,011
425,000
92,427

56
13

49
28
18

40,812
59,012

-

-

52,320
80,549

59
9
18

1,781,640

-

85,793
39,926
23,524

30
44

16,844

211,404

34,088

194,160

-

30
44

12,000
15,000

SVFD CAPITAL RESERVE
SVFD R WIGGIN FUND
SVFD J HUTTON FUND
SVFD C SCAMMAN FUND
SVFD FAIR TRUST

-

40,781
58,968

21,112
11,005
9,770
5,947
67,181

1998
2012
2012
2012
2012

-

-

1,570,236

6,481
1,289
5,512

-

9,219
8,169

1,729
314
1,849
100,000
25,000

-

485,536

-

714
25,000

-

4
1
4
5,500
4,011
325,000
67,427

1,235
-

-

1,724
314
1,845

BARKER 4-H SCHOLARSHIP
SCAMMAN/PARK TRUST
SCAMMAN SCHOLARSHIP

51,607
55,549

67,137

4,752
975
3,663

1987
1989
1989
WIN. GRANGE EDUC FUND
DEBBIE GREENBURG TRUST
SMS SPECIAL EDUC TRUST
SMS MAINTENANCE TRUST

85,793
38,690
23,524

257,436

-

1997
2003
2009
2009

EMPLOYEE TERMINATION TRUST
TOWN BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

50,000
-

-

2010
2012

STRATHAM FAIR OPERATING
FAIR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
FAIR RAINY DAY FUND

1,798,337

-

2012
2012
2012

HERITAGE PRESERVATION TRUST
HIGHWAY VEHICLE CAPITAL RESERV

4,752
975
3,663

2014
2015
TOTAL ALL FUNDS:

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS: DIANE MORGERA, CHAIR; MIKKI DESCHAINE, JOYCE ROWE
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CEMETERY TRUSTEES

While there were no major projects on our docket for the Town cemeteries over the last year, the
Highway Department worked from spring through the fall on scheduled maintenance to keep our
cemeteries in top notch condition. The Trustees would like to extend our appreciation for the
effort the Highway Department crew provides to the Town cemeteries on a consistent basis.
There were, however, several activities in addition to normal maintenance that we would like to
report. We received permission from an abutting landowner to remove the standing dead trees
adjacent to the cremation garden in Maple Lane Cemetery, marking the final step in building out
that section of the cemetery. Two actions of significance occurred in Greenwood Cemetery.
Gravestones that had fallen into disrepair were cleaned, straightened and repaired. Additionally,
a source of non-potable water was installed allowing for the watering of plants around the grave
sites.
Next year is shaping up to be a busy year for Maple Lane Cemetery. The Trustees will be
moving forward with a plan to remedy the drainage problem between the cemetery and Statham
Community Church property. Additionally, we plan to install granite bollards at the entrance to
the Harmony Hill Cemetery that will match those at the entrance to Maple Lane Cemetery. New
trees and landscaping will accompany both of these projects.
It has been the Trustees’ pleasure to serve the Town during 2015, and we look forward to doing
so in the coming year. Please feel free to contact us anytime during the year if you have
questions or concerns.
Respectfully
submitted,
Cemetery Trustees
John LaBonte, Chair
Colin Laverty
June Sawyer
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VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
I would like to thank all of the men and women of the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department and
their families, Stratham Fire Department Association, as well as the Ladies Auxiliary whose
dedication and commitment to serve the citizens of this community with the utmost quality of
care and service is greatly appreciated.
In 2015, the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department responded to a total of 673 calls supporting
Fire/EMS and service calls to the residents of the town and surrounding communities.
Over the years our community has continued to grow and with that the total number of service
calls has increased. With careful consideration, it was determined that it would be in the best
interest of the community to have structured coverage for service calls that occur during certain
times of the day and week consisting of 2 members of the fire department. This was determined
by seeing what day of the week & time of day had the most calls that required support from
surrounding towns because we did not have the man power needed to handle the call on our own.
In July 2015, the Stratham Fire Department established a program to ensure coverage weekdays
from 8am to 4pm with 2 part time personnel. Although, we pride ourselves in still being a
primarily volunteer department, it was in the best interest of the townspeople to establish this
program.
In addition, these volunteers along with the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department Association and
Ladies Auxiliary are the foundation to raise additional funds to purchase new apparatus and
equipment, through the Stratham Fair and the annual Pancake Breakfast to lessen the effects on
the tax payers.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert R. Cook Jr.
Stratham Fire Chief
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Stratham Volunteer Fire Department
2015 Emergency Responses

Type of Call
Medical Aid
Service Calls
Mutual Aid to other Communities
Fire Alarm Activation
Carbon Monoxide Alarms
Structure Fires
Brush/Forestry Fires
Auto Fires
Auto Accidents
Hazardous Materials
Bomb Threats
Storm Related/downed electrical wires
Rescue/Water Rescue
Total:

Number of Calls per Year
2013
2014
2015
271
336
414
17
43
27
20
13
11
87
95
94
10
20
10
14
8
13
11
13
19
3
4
5
38
45
48
12
13
23
0
0
1
2
6
3
1
1
5
486
597
673

2015Ambulance Recovered Funds (EMS Fund)
Balance forward 1/1/2015
$303,817.77
Gross Recovered in 2015
Records Release Income
Interest Earned in 2015
Total Gross w/Interest Earned 2015

$112,469.30
$5.00
$623.11
$113,097.41

2015 Expenses Paid from Fund
EMS Training
EMS Conference
Exeter Hospital - ALS
New Equipment
Comstar Refunds (overpayments)
Bank Service Fees
Total Expenses

$6,602.75
$3,043.91
$2,375.30
$37,016.50
$310.81
$5.60
$49,354.87

Total Net Funds for FY 2015

$63,742.54

Total Fund Balance as of 12/31/15

$367,560.31
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STRATHAM FAIR COMMITTEE
The primary focus of the Stratham Fair Committee is to raise funds for the Stratham Volunteer
Fire Association and the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department through a four day agricultural
Fair. The Fair, part of the NH Association of Fairs, is held each year, 6 weeks before Labor Day
weekend. Planning and implementation for the event is done by a five member board of
directors for the committee. The board meets on a weekly basis from November through
August.
In 2015 the 48th annual Stratham Fair was held on July 16th through 19th at Stratham Hill Park.
Weather for the four days started out very good and we had the best attended Thursday in quite
some time. However, weekend weather declined with thundershowers on Sunday. Attendance
ran close to 17,000.
4H experienced strong attendance this year with over 130 children participating in events
ranging from animal showing to club exhibits. The Fair awarded $17,963 to those involved. We
thank Randy Claar, Joe Drake and the many supervisors, judges and 4H volunteers who worked
tirelessly to host another successful 4H program at the Fair.
Fiesta Shows, the carnival provider, once again offered new rides and updated entertainment.
The directors continue to put increased focus on managing the Fair like a business, working hard
to contain expenses and maintain a profit. We are pleased to report that, despite the weather, net
income from the 2015 Fair is $30,000. Per the agreement between the Fire Association and the
Town; 50% will be put in the Stratham Fire Department/Stratham Fair Trust Fund and the
Stratham Volunteer Fire Association will receive the remaining 50%.
We look forward to another wonderful Fair in 2016 on July 21st – 24th. The Stratham Fair is an
all-volunteer organization and could not happen without support from the Stratham Volunteer
Fire Department and community members. To volunteer at the Fair please visit the volunteer
section of our website at http://www.strathamFair.com/volunteer/
Thank you to the many volunteers who rain or shine helped with planning, setup, and running of
the Fair. Thank you to my fellow 2015 Directors Caren Gallagher, John Cushing, Tim Slager,
Rob Cook, and our Treasurer John Hazekamp. Without all of you this event, that brings our
community together, would not be possible.
Respectfully submitted,
Francisco Marin, Chair
Stratham Fair Committee
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STRATHAM POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Stratham Police Department recorded 18,149 calls for service this past year. The following
is an overview of some of the general types of calls we responded to and the number of times we
responded to these types of calls in 2015:
Sexual Assault
Theft
Arson
Criminal Mischief
D.W.I.
Assist to the Public
Assist Fire/Rescue
Alarms
Traffic Citations
M/V Warnings
Disorderly Conduct

3
52
1
16
30
409
500
375
309
3215
3

Domestics
Assaults
Fraud
Harassment
Juvenile Incidents
Protective Escorts
Abandoned 911 Calls
M/V Lockouts
M/V Accidents
M/V Checkups
Robbery

37
1
43
15
54
6
72
80
214
98
1

Burglary
Town Ord. Violations
House Checks
Criminal Trespass
Assist to Police Depts.
Disturbance-Loud Party
Disturbance-General
Animal Incidents
Reckless Operation
Disturbance-fights
Drug Violations

12
111
2305
12
280
18
34
236
80
3
3

The Stratham Police Department consists of 10 fulltime police officers, two part time police
officers and the administrative assistant. We provide police services to the town of Stratham
twenty four hours a day, seven days a week and are ready to answer any call for assistance.
This year we hired a second part time officer, Steven Janvrin. Steven is a full time officer in a
neighboring community, he holds a BA from UMass and is a veteran of the US Army where he
served overseas in Afghanistan. Steven is an excellent addition to our team and we look forward
to having him.
The Statham Police Department continues to be committed to the safety and security of our
schools. In 2015, with the assistance of the NH Department of Homeland Security, we
conducted a major table top exercise at the Cooperative Middle School that involved fire and
police representatives from a number of neighboring towns as well as the administrative staff
from SAU 16 and the principal and staff of CMS. This exercise required us to work together to
deal with the scenario and it allowed for our plans to be critically reviewed. This exercise helped
strengthen our overall resolve to keep our schools safe.
With the support of the Wright Place Ice Cream, we were able to provide a great community
outreach program during the summer months. To encourage safe biking practices, any time a
Stratham Police Officer observed school aged children practicing safe biking (such as wearing a
helmet), the officer “issued” the child a “ticket” for a free ice cream. Those are the tickets that
we don’t mind handing out!
We encourage all of our residents to join us on Facebook to learn more about our department and
to stay connected. Particularly in light of recent events in our country and in our world, please
remember, if you see something, say something. Let us know if you see a problem. We are
most effective when we can respond to issues immediately.
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I want to personally and professionally thank the members of the Stratham Police Department for
the great job that each of them do and for their commitment to providing the best possible
professional service to the Town of Stratham. I would also like to thank the Board of Selectmen
for their continued support of the police department.
Respectfully submitted,
John V. Scippa, Chief of Police
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STRATHAM OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
2015 was a year of transition for the Office of Emergency Management (OEM). Last summer
after many years as Stratham’s Emergency Management Director (EMD), Dave Emanuel resigned
from that position. He had been recently promoted to Assistant Chief of the Durham Fire
Department and his time was limited due to his new and increased responsibilities. The Town
thanks Dave for his many years of OEM leadership. The good news is that he has agreed to
continue to serve Stratham as a Deputy EMD in order to help mentor future OEM staff.
Following Dave Emanuel’s resignation, the Board of Selectmen appointed David Barr as the
EMD. Until his retirement, David worked for more than 30 years at the Seabrook nuclear plant.
His responsibilities at Seabrook included emergency communications and planning. He was a
designated primary responder and trainer in the Emergency Response Organization.
During 2015, David Barr attended planning sessions and a tabletop drill in preparation for the
FEMA-evaluated exercise of the Seabrook Station radiological emergency plan that will be held in
April 2016. In November, the Stratham OEM team activated the Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) for the first of two practice drills that precede that evaluated exercise. In addition David
worked with representatives from NH Homeland Security and Emergency Management (HSEM)
to update Stratham’s maps and procedures that are used during Seabrook-related emergencies.
Last January and February the EOC was placed on stand-by in order to monitor severe winter
storms. Weather conditions and updates were communicated to and from NH HSEM and between
the Town’s operational personnel to best coordinate Town resources and preparedness. Once per
quarter, an equipment inventory at the EOC and the reporting of the OEM’s state of readiness to
the State was completed. David Barr represented the Town at the 11th Annual NH Emergency
Preparedness Conference in Manchester, NH and at various local and state planning and training
meetings throughout the year.
Emergency preparedness is ultimately an individual responsibility, which starts in each of our own
homes with our own families. Stratham’s OEM suggests that residents prepare themselves by
keeping adequate emergency supplies at home and by reviewing the annual Seabrook calendar of
emergency information. Also, NH HSEM has developed a new program - NH Alerts - a free
service to inform and protect residents by delivering prompt notifications. Please
visit www.readynh.gov. In addition, FEMA maintains a web site at www.fema.gov/plan/index,
which can aid you in preparedness for various emergencies.
The Office of Emergency Management is a volunteer organization that coordinates its work with
all Town departments. Residents interested becoming a member of the OEM volunteer staff should
contact the EMD at DBarr@StrathamNH.gov.
Respectfully Submitted,
David P. Barr, Director
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PLANNING BOARD/TOWN PLANNER
The year 2015 witnessed a strong continuation of the busy and productive nature of 2014 for
both the Planning Board and Planning Department. The Planning Board reviewed 5 Site Plan
Review applications, 1 conditional use permits, 1 lot line adjustment, and 5 subdivision
applications; a number of zoning amendments were also considered related to septage,
agriculture, and wetlands. Several of the applications that were received remain in the review
phase—commendation to all staff, boards and committees for their continued efforts and
diligence in review. One amendment review of highlight relates to changes in the definition of
Agriculture. This change is in response both to changes at the State level and in reaction to
observed changes in the Stratham land-use dynamic. The end result—approved by the Planning
Board (January, 2016) is a culmination of more than a year of Town/public interaction and
dialogue—a testament to all involved and the planning process of Stratham.
Specific to development proposals which gained much attention are the Rollins Hill subdivision
and Verizon Wireless antennae applications that required extensive staff and Board commitment.
Other proposals such as that of Group I, provided time for analysis of current laws and previous
amendments; how do the regulations work together? Are they establishing the desired result?
The key to this aspect of the process—while often driven by a current proposal—is encouraging
the Town and townspeople to work collaboratively—the heart of planning for our community.
The Planning and Building/Code Enforcement Departments continue to expand the use of the
Avitar land-use permit software system to better manage applications/approvals and improve
interdepartmental communications and efficiency. Utilizing digitized land-use applications,
plans, and historical records, as well as the growing permit tracking database, has greatly
improved staff efficiency and our ability to communicate with the public whether as public
inquiries or throughout the permitting process. Additionally, the incorporation of GIS into the
planning process enhances the Department’s ability to relay information to review bodies and the
public while also maintaining a digital interface with the Assessing and other Town
Departments. Further, the Departments have incorporated the use of two mobile devices to
significantly improve review/inspection management and enforcement capabilities in the field.
Lastly, 2015 marks the final year that the Town is required to post the following information in
light of recent amendments to State land-use regulations involving involuntary merged lots: In
accordance with NH RSA 674:39-aa, any owner of lots merged by municipal action for zoning,
assessing, or taxation purposes prior to September 18, 2010 and without the consent of the owner
may request that the lots be restored to their premerger status. Please refer to the following
Notice for more information and detailed statute language.
We encourage you to visit with the staff of the Planning Dept. to learn and stay informed of
what’s occurring in Stratham. We are always available to discuss current and pending projects
that affect the Town and our neighborhoods; your input and participation helps us to serve you.
Respectfully submitted,
Tavis J. Austin, AICP
Town Planner

Michael Houghton
Planning Board Chair
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NOTICE
If you own real estate lots that were involuntarily merged prior to September 18, 2010 by
municipal action, you may be able to have those lots restored to their pre-merger status.
Your property may qualify if two or more lots were merged for zoning, assessing, or taxation
purposes. The merger occurred during your ownership, without your consent; or prior to your
ownership, if no previous owner consented to the merger. To restore your property to premerger status, you must make a request to the local governing body prior to December 31, 2016.
TITLE LXIV
PLANNING AND ZONING, CHAPTER 674
LOCAL LAND USE PLANNING AND REGULATORY POWERS
Regulation of Subdivision of Land
674:39-aa Restoration of Involuntarily Merged Lots. –
I. In this section:
(a) "Involuntary merger'' and "involuntarily merged'' mean lots merged by municipal action
for zoning, assessing, or taxation purposes without the consent of the owner.
(b) "Owner'' means the person or entity that holds legal title to the lots in question, even if
such person or entity did not hold legal title at the time of the involuntary merger.
(c) "Voluntary merger'' and "voluntarily merged'' mean a merger under RSA 674:39-a, or
any overt action or conduct that indicates an owner regarded said lots as merged such as, but not
limited to, abandoning a lot line.
II. Lots or parcels that were involuntarily merged prior to September 18, 2010 by a city, town,
county, village district, or any other municipality, shall at the request of the owner, be restored to
their premerger status and all zoning and tax maps shall be updated to identify the premerger
boundaries of said lots or parcels as recorded at the appropriate registry of deeds, provided:
(a) The request is submitted to the governing body prior to December 31, 2016.
(b) No owner in the chain of title voluntarily merged his or her lots. If any owner in the
chain of title voluntarily merged his or her lots, then all subsequent owners shall be stopped from
requesting restoration. The municipality shall have the burden of proof to show that any previous
owner voluntarily merged his or her lots.
III. All decisions of the governing body may be appealed in accordance with the provisions of
RSA 676.
IV. Any municipality may adopt local ordinances, including ordinances enacted prior to the
effective date of this section, to restore previously merged properties that are less restrictive than
the provisions in paragraph I and II.
V. The restoration of the lots to their premerger status shall not be deemed to cure any nonconformity with existing local land use ordinances.
VI. Municipalities shall post a notice informing residents that any involuntarily merged lots
may be restored to premerger status upon the owner's request. Such notice shall be posted in a
public place no later than January 1, 2012 and shall remain posted through December 31, 2016.
Each municipality shall also publish the same or similar notice in its 2011 through 2015 annual
reports.
Source: 2011, 206:4, eff. July 24, 2011.
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CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE/BUILDING INSPECTOR
As of the first of this year, there has been a changing of the guard for the Building/Zoning
Department. As your new Code Official, I hope to maintain and further the standards for
safety, health, and community set by Terry Barnes and Audrey Cline in the past. I was
previously a Building Official in Durham, NH where Audrey has taken her new position and
through our professional connections, and a Durham/Stratham agreement, we have been able
to facilitate a smooth transition within the department for the staff and citizens of both towns.
I grew up, worked, and raised my family in the area, so I am familiar with the Town of
Stratham and I am very excited to be able to serve such a vibrant community.
Commercial
New Building
Addition
Renovation
Other
Residential
Single Family
Addition
Accessory Buildings
Renovation
Solar Arrays
Other

0
7
15
8
17
18
18
91
23
90

Electrical
Plumbing
Gas Piping
HVAC
Sign
Demolition
Driveway
Home Occ.
Oil Burner
Other

188
62
109
40
58
7
15
16
11
9

It appears that 2015 was even busier for this department than 2014, 802 vs 672 permits, with a
good mix of commercial and residential activity. Given current economic trends for this area,
I would expect that we will see continued growth and I will be doing my best to insure that
the structures used by residents and visitors to Stratham meet current safety standards.
My office is open Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, and I hope that anyone with questions
about upcoming projects, ongoing projects, or zoning issues will stop in for a visit---or just
come in for a meet and greet.
I look forward to meeting all of you.
Respectfully,
Mark Morong
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector
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ASSESSING DEPARTMENT
As 2015 came to a close we found that our continued mission to increase services to the public
was enhanced due to implementation of the GIS Query Manager Online. (GIS stands for
Geographic Information Systems. It is a mapping technology that allows the user to create and
interact with a variety of maps and data sources.)
The GIS Query Manager Online is an Internet-based service that allows communities to publish
their GIS online. It is a great cost-effective option to distribute GIS data and utility to multiple
staff in multiple physical locations as well as to the general public.
The Query Manager Online enables the Town to put our parcel data online, enabling
homeowners and real estate professionals to print maps and other parcel specific data from their
own computers, supporting economic development projects, and creating a connection between
Town government, local businesses, and communities. To access this new feature go to
www.caigisonline.com/StrathamNH once there you can enter either address, owner or map & lot
of the property that you want to view. Or if you happen to be on the Town of Stratham’s
website, which is www.Strathamnh.gov you can click on Departments, then click Assessing and
right under the fax number you will see a link to GIS Maps which will take you to the site as
well.
With the continued growth and market demands, the Assessing Department has inspected over
550 properties in 2015. The inspections are the result of new construction of homes and
commercial properties, additions to existing structures, sale verification information and other
requests for inspections.
As part of a five year rotation, the Assessing Department underwent our ‘Assessment Review’
audit. This entails a State Monitor from the Property Appraisal Division of the Department of
Revenue Administration doing an onsite audit of the Assessing Department’s files and
procedures. This quality control process examines the records of the elderly, blind and solar
exemptions as well as the properties receiving the veteran credits. In addition, properties were
reviewed that are in the current use program along with actual field inspections of several homes
and businesses to verify that the data that is currently located on the assessment record cards is
accurate.
In closing, I would like to invite all Stratham property owners to stop by the Assessing Office
and introduce yourself. While here either Assessing Assistant, Jim Joseph or I will be happy to
review your assessment record to verify your information. Your assessment record is used to
determine your tax liability, so the accuracy of this record is very important.
Thank you and have a wonderful 2016!
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea S. Lewy, Town Assessor
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ENERGY COMMISSION
Beginning in August 2012, the commission established clear goals of reducing town costs
associated with its own buildings. Using software to benchmark historical costs and site
analyses to investigate potential improvements, the commission has identified short and long
term goals for the town as it relates to energy consumption.
SOME OF THE COMMISSION’S OBJECTIVES INCLUDE:
x Increase public awareness and encourage participation in the reduction of energy.
x Research energy issues and actions taken by other Local Energy Commissions in NH
x Gather informational resources for the use of Stratham residents, and businesses
x Develop a plan to address the short and long term energy needs of Stratham. The plan
may include Sustainable Energy projects such as Solar.
x Assess the Town building energy usage by implementing a benchmarking software
program
x Research energy efficiency standards and regulations being implemented by the State of
New Hampshire’s Department of Energy and Planning
x Research grant and rebate opportunities through the local utility company and other
sources
x Develop recommendations to the Board of Selectmen to improve efficiencies in energy
and fuel use town wide
OPERATING HIGHLIGHTS:
x The commission re-established the town’s utility billing data in the EPA’s analysis
software Portfolio Manager. The combination of benchmarking their energy consumption
and physically auditing the buildings and their systems allowed the commission to
develop recommendations.
x The commission continues to update the town facility information annually for building
benchmarking purposes.
x The commission has met with representatives from the school board to be able to further
this analysis to cover school buildings that also get funding from the town tax base. In
2015, in coordination with student projects from UNH, similar auditing and
benchmarking has incorporated the facilities for Stratham Memorial School and the
Cooperative Middle School.
This past year, Stratham hosted our first Energy Efficiency Education event at the municipal
center. This event focused on the residential energy programs that exist in NH and introduced
citizens to the incentive programs that can help them save money and energy.
The commission has had discussions with the local gas and electric utility to discuss rate options,
natural gas expansion, and incentive programs that are applicable to town buildings. The
commission has, and continues to, evaluate and recommend options for third party supply
options for its energy needs.
The commission looks to expand its analysis of buildings whose operational costs impact the
citizens of Stratham. The commission intends to hold more educational gatherings to help
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interested residents with energy-related technologies and offerings. The commission will
continually investigate the opportunities to partner with other groups to look at any programs and
projects that will allow the town to benefit from lower operating costs, better energy production
technologies, and better education as it relates to the use of energy within the town and region.
Respectively submitted:
Michael J Welty, Chair
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THE TOWN CENTER REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE
The Stratham Town Center Revitalization Committee began its work to invigorate and showcase
our historic village area in 2008, drawing from a broad range of elected and volunteer
committees to assure a wide range of voices would be heard from throughout the community.
Armed with a talented group of professionals including architects, environmental engineers and
traffic study engineers, as well as citizens from the community, the committee began its work
communicating and researching what the Town might like to see, use, live in and how we might
better draw together using a Community Center concept.
We were fortunate enough to be awarded one of the few State of New Hampshire grants from
Plan NH for a charrette, bringing in even more professionals to a 3-day workshop designed to
really dig deep into what resources Stratham might use and have to work with. The results were
insightful and are posted in the Municipal Center for viewing.
Later, after much work, the State of NH DOT awarded Stratham a highly coveted, and
competitive, Transportation Enhancement Grant which will pay for 80% of a $500,000.00
project. This grant will benefit us by helping to develop our Town Center infrastructure.
This year, along with the help of our Highway Department, we hope to finally see the fruition
and installation of the product of 8 years of work. Meanwhile, supplementing the Town’s own
efforts, local businesses, for the last several years, donated holiday trees, lights, and time to boost
the charming feel we get each year from, and in support of, the Fire Department’s Holiday Tree
Lighting. Up to 30 illuminated trees in the Town Center area have created what we feel is
destined to become a Norman Rockwellesque Center.
One of our first projects was to visually delineate the Town Center area with the splendid, stone
posts with welcoming signs that greet you as you enter Town Center from its four different
approaches. They welcome residents and visitors alike coming from Portsmouth, Exeter,
Hampton and Durham. We have followed that up, again with assistance from the Highway
Department, with 12 Town Center Banners, showcasing the area and welcoming people to
Stratham’s Town Center. We hope to continue the banner program with changing designs and to
support community efforts such as recognizing our 300th anniversary this year.
The Town Center Revitalization Committee members would like to thank Stratham residents for
all of their efforts and support over the years and welcome comments and participation.
Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Lake,
Chair, Stratham’s Town Center Revitalization Committee
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
The Board of Selectmen reconstituted the Economic Development Committee (EDC) in 2011.
Along with the newly reformed committee was the creation of a Charter, which defines the role
and responsibilities for its members. Under the guidance of the Board of Selectmen, the EDC
Committee is committed to expanding the Town’s economic base and achieving economic
stability through growth and quality development, together with providing a positive local
business climate to attract trade and industry to the community.
In 2015, the Committee continued to expand upon the initiatives introduced by the Committee in
2011 focusing on identifying the primary needs and concerns of local business owners and
residents, improving the level of communication/outreach on behalf of the Town, and promoting
the role of the Town in assisting local businesses. The Committee designated the Flexible /
Mixed Use Development District (the former Community College property) and the Industrial
District as eligible zones under the Economic Revitalization Zones (ERZ). You may recall that in
December 2014, the N.H. Department of Resources and Economic Development approved the
Town’s applications designating the two ER Zones. The ERZ designation is an economic
development tool allowed by state statute that creates incentives for companies to expand or
relocate to an eligible area. Businesses in an approved ER Zone may be eligible for tax credits to
be used against the Business Profit Tax and Business Enterprise Tax up to a maximum of
$40,000 annually for a five-year period. Subsequently, the Town approved a warrant article for
the formal adoption of RSA 79-E seeking to establish the Community Revitalization Tax
Incentive program and establish the Town Center and Professional / Residential Zoning Districts
as the designated areas under the program at the March 2014 Annual Town Meeting. The Board
of Selectmen subsequently formally adopted the administrative rules and fees for the program.
The Community Revitalization Tax Incentive, RSA 79-E, provides a tax incentive for the
rehabilitation and active use of under-utilized commercial buildings.
The EDC utilized its 2015 meetings to further these approvals and authorizations set in motion
by State and Town approvals. The Committee continues to maintain relations with other
organizations concerned with issues of economic development throughout the state. The
Committee will continue to be represented on the Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce Economic
Development Committee. Other organizations in which the Committee has worked with this
year include the Rockingham Economic Development Corporation (REDC), the Rockingham
Planning Commission (RPC), the NH Department of Resources and Economic Development
(DRED) and the NH Economic Development Association. The committee also worked closely
with the agricultural community in 2015 working to create higher visibility around farming in the
Town—including an article by Becky Mitchell, on agricultural heritage published in the
Stratham Magazine.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Houghton
Chair
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION
As an advisory board to the Board of Selectmen, the Public Works Commission monitors and
advises the Selectmen on various issues pertaining to water resources as well as wastewater and
storm water issues as they arise.
The Public Works Commission continued its efforts to assess strategies to develop water and
wastewater infrastructure in the Gateway, Commercial, and Town Center Districts. Stratham
staff, Exeter staff, appointed representatives from each community, and elected officials
continued discussions initiated in 2013 regarding a collaborative approach to water and
wastewater services between the two communities. This effort resulted in an inter-municipal
agreement for Stratham to receive water supply from Exeter. The PWC anticipates similar
discussions with Exeter to be initiated in the spring of 2016 with the result being an agreement
regarding wastewater beneficial to both communities. The PWC will continue to follow and
participate in regional discussions with respect to wastewater and seek the most effective and
least cost option for Stratham to meet the goals set for the Gateway and Town Center Districts,
as well as regulatory obligations.
In 2013, the Public Works Commission monitored and reported on regional storm water
regulatory developments including the pending MS4 Storm Water Permit expected to be issued
to Stratham in the fall of 2015. 2015 has now passed and the EPA has not issued the permit. It
is now expected that this permit will be issued in April 2016. The Public Works Commission
will assist and advise the Selectmen in Stratham’s response to the MS4 requirements when the
permit is issued and as requested.
The PWC worked with the owners and engineers for Exeter Subaru to integrate future municipal
water and wastewater considerations into their site plan. The result makes way for efficient
conversion from a private well and septic system to municipal sewer and water when they
become available. The PWC assisted residents of the Wiggin Farm subdivision as they sought to
improve the water supply to their small community water system by connecting to and
purchasing water from a neighboring public water system. The PWC concluded that this option
was best and reported the finding to the Selectmen. Action is still pending on their request.
The Public Works Commission is looking forward to the year ahead and working for the Board
of Selectmen and with Town staff to continue progress in advancing the Gateway Commercial,
and Town Center Districts as well as addressing the requirements of the MS4 program.
Respectfully submitted,
John Boisvert
Chair
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STRATHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION
In 2015 at Town Meeting, the Commission was extremely pleased that the town voted to
preserve the Short property off of Scamman Road. The 38-acre piece of land is adjacent to the
Gordon Barker Town Forest and the back of the Barker Farm, and has many trails that connect
with those on town land. Placing a conservation easement on the property ensures that continued
public access will be guaranteed for the future, and the land can continue to be enjoyed by
hikers, bikers, cross country skiers, and others. Also this year a conservation easement was
placed on the Zarnowski property, a 29 acre piece of property that is adjacent to Scamman farm
and also overlooks the Squamscott River.
With a grant from the Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership, members of the Commission
began reviewing conservation-related ordinances in the Town, and considering future changes to
better protect its water quality. Member Donna Jensen also continued her work on the Exeter
and Squamscott Rivers Local Advisory Committee, while Allison Knab remained on the Forest
Management Committee. The latter Committee is on its way to developing a strong forestry
management plan for Stratham Hill Park and the Town Forest that will ensure their future health
and success as both conservation and recreational areas.
We were fortuitous this year to have our 11th annual town-wide roadside clean-up day fall on a
morning with beautiful weather. We had a great turnout of some 60 people, including numerous
families, who together picked up more than 100 bags of trash. In addition to all the great
community volunteers, we appreciate the help of Highway Agent Colin Laverty and Town
Administrator Paul Deschaine, as well as New Hampshire the Beautiful for donating trash bags,
Lindt Chocolate for providing chocolate bars, and BR Jones Roofing for donating gloves and
orange vests. In 2016, the clean-up day will be held on April 16th. We hope to see you there!
As an advisory group to the Board of Selectmen, Board of Adjustment, and the Planning Board,
the Commission is responsible for following directives outlined in the master plan to preserve
land and educate members of the community about conservation practices. The Commission is
tasked with making recommendations to town boards regarding land use practices, responding to
wetland applications, monitoring easements, and providing guidance to landowners and
developers on projects that have potential wetlands impacts.
Keep up to date on Conservation Commission activities! Like the Stratham Conservation
Commission on Facebook, or to receive emails about fun and interesting conservation activities
and programs, go to the town website at www.strathamnh.gov, then go to Subscribe to E-notices
in the left column and check the Conservation Commission News box. To go directly to the
Conservation Commission page, click on Committees/Groups tab in the right column, then go to
the Conservation Commission page. Also keep an eye out for our articles in Stratham Magazine.
The Conservation Commission meets every second and fourth Wednesday of the month.
Submitted by,
Allison Knab, Chair
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STRATHAM HILL PARK ASSOCIATION
The Park Association reports Stratham Hill Park enjoyed another year of increased activity. The
Winter Trail Grooming program enjoyed its 4th year of grooming with Park Ranger Kim Woods
at the helm of our Ski-Doo Skandic SWT. The Association will pay all expenses, including
equipment maintenance associated with this program.
The skating pond was extremely popular this winter. The additional lighting funded by the
SHPA was a great improvement. The rink, just under an acre in size, has an area for playing ice
hockey and another for freestyle skating. It is lit at night until 9 p.m. for public skating (weather
permitting.)
During the summer months, the Stratham Hill Park Association focused on our annual
fundraising events, the Fire Tower 5K and Gordon Barker No Brakes Bike Race. The combined
races are the Park Association’s major annual fundraiser to help support special projects in the
Park. A portion of the day’s proceeds go toward ongoing maintenance of the trail system.
Parks and Rec. Dept. have been instrumental in bringing the New England Mountain Bike Patrol
to the Park to form a bike patrol group.
The Pump Track continues to be popular among mountain biking enthusiasts and 2 table tops
were added this year.
In conjunction with the Fire Dept., a “Rescue Zones” subcommittee was developed in years past
and is currently being overseen by Johannes Stromski who will complete this project towards his
Boy Scout Eagle Badge. This program will be enhanced for future rescue efforts and
emergencies on Town owned property and abutting privately owned lands.
The Association is aware of the dog waste problem and is working with the Town to mitigate by
balancing the needs of all patrons of the park.
We look forward to another exciting year for the Park in 2016. The Association always
welcomes members of the community to be involved as we continue our role as stewards of this
wonderful area.
Meetings are held on the fourth Monday of each odd month at 6:30 p.m. in the Selectmen’s
Meeting Room. To stay connected, join our group on Facebook, “Stratham Hill Park” and
follow us on Twitter “cowflopnh.”
Respectfully submitted,
Dan Crow
Park Association, President
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PARKS AND RECREATION
What a snowy start we had for 2015! Record snow fall meant lots of winter fun at Stratham Hill
Park. Plenty of Nordic skiing, sledding and, of course, fat biking! The Department extends a
huge thanks to the Park Ranger, Kim Woods for keeping the trails groomed and the ice clear. In
February we hosted “Fatty Fest”. This fat bike event was covered by WMUR’s Chronicle. We
even got Sean McDonald out on the race course!
The big winter snow fall also made for a great ski program at both Pat’s Peak and McIntyre.
Thanks to all the parents who supported these two programs. We had loads of fun at both
mountains.
All that snow stuck around into early April. That meant our coaches had to get out on the ball
fields to clear off the snow! What a site that was, snow blowers on the infield! A big thank you
to all of our volunteers for all of their hard work! Each athletic program has a separate Board
that runs the program, from start to finish. Without these volunteer Boards, there would not be
youth athletics in the Town of Stratham. We really appreciate all that you do for our Town.
In 2014 the Board of Selectmen approved a background screening policy for all coaches and
assistant coaches of Stratham Youth Sports. During 2015, the Department screened the
background of over 100 volunteer coaches, thanks for all of your patience during our first year of
this new procedure. All questions or concerns about the policy should be directed to the
Recreation Department.
We hit the ground running in early spring with our 3rd Annual ‘Spring Thaw’ road race. The
race started and finished at the Elementary School and had over 150 participants. This event
exemplifies great success and excellent partnership between the school and the
Department. This year we started a new tradition of serving pancakes as the post-race meal. In
the early spring, we also hosted our annual Egg Hunt at Stratham Hill Park. A big thanks to
Lindt and Sprungli for their continued support; we love your chocolate!
As a part of our annual partnership with Liberty Mutual, during their “Serve with Liberty”
project the Department cleared the trails throughout the Park, Town Forest and surrounding trail
network. After that heavy winter we had, there was plenty of clean up required. The group also
installed a few new gardens in the Park and did some general clean up at SHP and Stevens Park.
The Forest Management Committee, appointed by the Board of Selectmen in 2014, met
throughout 2015. This Committee has been asked to work with a forester to create a
management plan for both Stratham Hill Park and the Town Forest. The Committee hopes to
have a management plan in place by the middle of the summer in 2016. The three areas of focus
are view shed management, invasive species and trail maintenance and construction.
The Summer Day Camp had another successful season at SMS. A huge thanks to SAU 16 for
hosting us at the school. For 2105 we added weekly trips to Wallis Sands State Park. We had
registration options of either 4 days a week (no trip) or 5 days a week. We filled all of our spots
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for both options. Thanks to our terrific summer staff! You guys are awesome! And truly make
our summer program what it is! Thank you!
Thursday nights were race nights at SHP during the summer! What fun we
had! Mountain bikes in the summer time! Excellent turn out each week meant
tons of summer fun! For 2016 we are looking at adding a trail running series
during the first part of the summer. Also on Thursday nights during the warm
months, we will be partnering with Stone Oven Catering to offer delicious
pizzas, music and community fun!
The Department also offered a variety of weekly summer sports camps, six community trips all
across New England, men’s soccer and basketball programs. The Gordon Barker Bike Race and
Fire Tower 5K events were split up this year. The Fire Tower was held during the middle of
September, while the Gordon Barker was held on its traditional Sunday in October. For 2016 we
are considering shifting the dates around once again, we will make sure that the community is
made aware of any changes.
‘End 68 Hours of Hunger’ was another great success in November. We helped raise over $4,000
for this fantastic community charity. A special thank you, to all that participated and to the
businesses that made contributions to all of the special events the Parks and Recreation
Department organized this year.
2015, was a busy year for the Department. We welcome your suggestions and are always in
need of your support! Getting involved with a Sports Board, or helping out at one of our many
races or other events, is an excellent way of getting involved in your community and making
Stratham a more enjoyable place to live.
Respectfully submitted,
Seth Hickey
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WIGGIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Start Here, Go Anywhere!
The Library Board of Trustees spent a lot of time in 2014 & 2015 updating the library’s strategic
plan and discussing what kind of library services will be best for Stratham in the coming years.
We invite you to take a look at the strategic plan (online, or pick up a copy in the library) and let
us know what you want and need from the library.
Our Values
 Exceptional Service
 Love of Reading
 Lifelong Learning
 Having Fun

 Open, Easy Access to Ideas and Information
 Actively Building Community
 Responding to Our Community
 Up-To-Date Technology as a Powerful Tool

Our Mission
To inspire readers, enrich lives, and create community.
Our Promises to You
^ We are happy to see you
^ Library staff is eager & able to help
^ We love reading and want you to love it too – We’ll help you find your next favorite book
^ Technology is fun and useful and we can help you use it
^ The library provides more for your money
The Value of Library Services:
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Why You Value the Library:
SWiggin is great! The staff is awesome! T
SWe have a great library with interesting programs.T
SPortsmouth has nothing on our little library with all the good books and services we have.T
SYou guys are so progressive and innovative. Keep it going!T
SThank you so much for taking time to help me find the audiobooks on OverDrive. I got the app
for my Chromebook and everything worked just like you suggested!T
We plan so that we can provide the best possible service to you and also so that we spend our
budget in the smartest, most efficient ways. The average tax bill has about $120 that goes to
support the library. In return, library users save thousands of dollars in things they might have
bought, subscribed to, or paid to attend. Let us surprise you with all we have to offer. We invite
all Stratham residents to check out our web site (library.strathamnh.gov) or stop by to learn about
everything available to you right now, and in the future!
Respectfully submitted,
Lesley Kimball Library Director

Summer readers excited about their new library books!

The library offers individual
and group tech help and classes.

Take part in all your library has to offer!
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The Highway Department completed numerous infrastructure maintenance and construction
projects throughout 2015. The department began the year dealing with over 100 inches of fallen
snow and 31 winter storm events. Crew members handled these events proficiently and cost
effectively as the department stayed within the appropriated operating budget. When spring
approached crew members focused on spring clean ups and preparing all Town maintained
properties for Memorial Day.
The department worked with Urban Tree Service at Stratham Hill Park in June where various
tree pruning and removal was completed to improve radio communication signals for all town
and county public safety
agencies. Currently the Town of
Stratham is preparing a Forest
Management plan that will focus
on best management tree health
practices within Stratham Hill
Park. The Forest Management
Committee
anticipates
a
completed Forest Management
Plan for the Board of Selectmen
in the spring of 2016.
Crews worked on several
infrastructure maintenance and
construction projects following
the
Highway
Departments
Pavement Evaluation Study which was first implemented in 2013. Projects included pavement
preservation where over 40 roadways and parking lots were crack sealed. Road paving and
reconstruction projects were completed as well. These projects included the reconstruction of
Union Road from the intersection of Bunker Hill Avenue to Winnicutt Road, Scamman Road,
Pond View Drive, as well as sections of Marin Way. Various pavement leveling and overlays
were completed including Frying Pan Lane, High Street, and the Municipal Center parking lot.
Subsurface drainage systems were cleaned and maintained in conjunction with these projects.
New street signs were installed in many areas of Town. These signs have been installed as part
of new federal highway regulations to take place in 2018. The new regulations state that all
street signs must be on extruded, diamond grade aluminum with retro reflective sheeting. These
new signs will aid motorists in the area as well as traveling through the area including emergency
services. The Town maintained street signs are now on blue sheeting with a 6” Town seal.
Privately maintained roads will continue to be on green sheeting with PVT Way in place of a
Town seal. The State maintained signs will continue to be on green sheeting as they are
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currently. The Highway Department plans to continue replacing street signs and regulatory signs
on an as needed basis in 2016.
As the fall of 2015 was very mild, crews were able to focus on removing and pruning trees for
sight distance visibility in many areas throughout town. At the intersection of Stratham Heights
Road and Rollins Farm Drive, crews removed several large ash trees and installed new
retroreflective signage to help delineate the Stratham Heights Road curvature in this area.
Lastly, crews completed removing many small trees and saplings at the Transfer Station. This
work was done to keep all tree growth from encroaching the cap of the old landfill and was done
in compliance with the Town of Stratham’s closed landfill permit on record with the New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.
The Highway Department looks forward to 2016 and wishes all residents in Town a happy and
safe new year.
Respectfully submitted,
Colin P. Laverty
Highway Agent

80

MOSQUITO CONTROL (DRAGON MOSQUITO CONTROL, INC.)
The epic winter of 2014-2015 lingered well into April. Snow and cold temperatures delayed the
much anticipated arrival of spring weather. While winter weather may delay the start of
mosquito season by a week or two, the adult mosquito emergence will catch up once the warmer
temperatures arrive. In 2015, the first adult mosquitoes hatched by mid-May. The dry summer
had a negative impact on anything that needed water for survival including mosquitoes. Low
mosquito numbers meant fewer samples were sent to the State Lab in Concord for disease
testing. Overall, the mosquito population was down from previous years.
Mosquitoes tested positive for West Nile Virus (WNV) in East Kingston, Manchester and Keene.
A raven in Holderness has tested positive for WNV. One batch of mosquitoes caught in Newton
and one batch in Candia tested positive for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) this season. No
human cases were reported in NH. Maine reported one human death from EEE in 2015.
Massachusetts had nine human cases of WNV with two deaths and no human cases of EEE.
Nationwide, drought stricken states had little to no EEE activity in 2015. Dry conditions favor
WNV. There were over 1900 human cases of WNV across the country in 2015.
Adult mosquitoes were monitored at four locations throughout town. Nearly 1500 mosquitoes
were collected in light traps, identified to species, and select species were sent to the State Lab in
Concord where they were tested for diseases. None of the mosquitoes collected in Stratham
tested positive for disease in 2015. Dragon has identified 103 larval mosquito habitats in the
Town of Stratham. Crews checked larval habitats 387 times throughout the season. There were
224 treatments to eliminate mosquito larvae. In addition, 651 catch basin treatments were made
to combat disease carrying mosquitoes. Spraying to control adult mosquitoes was conducted
along roadways, at Stratham Hill Park and Stevens Park last season.
The proposed 2016 Mosquito Control plan for Stratham includes trapping mosquitoes for disease
testing, sampling wetlands for larval mosquito activity, larviciding where mosquito larvae are
found, efficacy monitoring, spraying along roadways, in Stratham Hill Park and Stevens Park
and emergency spraying when a public health threat exists. The control program begins in April
when mosquito larvae are found in stagnant water such as red maple and cedar swamps, ditches,
and woodland pools. Trapping adult mosquitoes begins in July. The mosquito control program
ends in October when temperatures drop and daylight diminishes.
Residents who do not want their wetlands treated may use our No-Spray Registry online
at www.DragonMosquito.com/No-Spray-Registry or write to Dragon Mosquito Control, P.O.
Box 46, Stratham, NH 03885. Be sure to include your name, physical address, phone number,
and a description of your property with boundaries. Otherwise, your property may be treated.
Inquiries may be emailed to info@dragonmosquito.com or call the office at 734-4144. You may
call or email our office for assistance regarding mosquitoes, insecticides or questions about EEE
or WNV. Check out our web site: www.dragonmosquito.com where you can request a larval
survey, sign up for email alerts or follow us on Twitter.
Respectfully submitted,
Sarah MacGregor, President
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STRATHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
In 2015 we entered our 46th season collecting and preserving historical memories for the Town
of Stratham. We had seven contributors of items for our collections during the year including a
book on the Isles of Shoals, two paintings of a home on Portsmouth Avenue, photos of Beatrice
Barnard, the Veasey home, the Whittaker farm, and the 1971 Stratham Fair, historic documents
from the Batchelders, and a small piece of the Berlin Wall. Also received was an anonymous
donation of $1,000 toward the purchase of the Josiah and Hannah Weeks Bartlett portraits.
We have continued to provide articles for the Stratham Magazine. “Postcards from Stratham”
appears in every issue. And most issues contain an additional article of historical interest.
Our January program was by J. Dennis Robinson of the NH Humanities Council called Treasure
from the Isles of Shoals: How New Archaeology is Changing Old History. In March, Capt.
Rodney Waterson, author of Whips to Walls: Naval Discipline from Flogging to Progressive-Era
Reform at Portsmouth Prison, told us about experimental reform at NH Naval Prison during
World War I. April brought our usual successful Annual Appraisal Day. In May we had our
Annual Meeting and potluck supper - always an enjoyable social event for members and guests.
At the Fair in July we had our display in the “Celebrate Stratham Tent” featuring black and white
photos from the 1971 Stratham Fair. In the 4-H building, our display was about history of the
Grange movement in New Hampshire and in Stratham. This year the decision was made to
discontinue our pizza concession at the Fair because our profits the last few years have not been
high enough to justify the hours spent by volunteers. We thank all the wonderful volunteers who
stepped up to help over the years, and to those who helped this year with the display in the tent.
For our September program, Professor and forest industry specialist with UNH Cooperative
Extension, Sarah Shea Smith, discussed her book about women who operated Turkey Pond #2
Sawmill in Concord during WWII. Our November program featured Joan Gatturna, a role player
and presenter through the NH Humanities Council. The presentation, titled Petticoat Patriot: A
Woman in the Continental Army, was the story of Deborah Sampson who successfully disguised
herself as a man for 17 months to fight in the Revolution. All of our regular programs were cohosted by the Wiggin Memorial Library.
Our very proficient Sara has found full time work at the Library as Children’s Librarian. We will
miss seeing her on a regular basis, coming in to transfer our hand written accessions to the
computer, but we wish her well in her new position. To continue with the transfer work, Sara has
trained Andra Copeland who has been a quick study and is doing a great job.
This year the $1,000 Winfield L. Foote Scholarships went to three rising high school seniors, all
Stratham residents. There were no applications this year from rising Junior and Senior College
students, or from Grad Students. Application forms are available on the Town website,
strathamnh.gov. Click on Committees/Groups, then on Historical Society, then on Scholarships.
We thank the residents of the Town for your support.
Respectfully Submitted, Patricia A. Sapienza, President
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HERITAGE COMMISSION
The Heritage Commission was established by the Town to be responsible for “the proper
recognition, use and protection of resources that are valued for their historic, cultural, aesthetic,
or community significance.”
HERITAGE RECOGNITION, USE AND PROTECTION: In February the Commission’s
program featuring NH barn expert John Porter attracted nearly 100 enthusiastic attendees to hear
his illustrated lecture featuring 8 Stratham barns. As a result of this collaboration with Mr. Porter
Commission member Nathan Merrill produced “Local Historic Barn Tour,” an illustrated 43page booklet with commentary on barn history and detailed photos of Stratham barns. One goal
of the collaboration between the Commission and Porter was to draw attention to RSA 79-D that
offers 10 years of tax relief for improvements on eligible barns in exchange for 10-year
preservation easements. This year the Board of Selectmen approved 3 new barn easement
applications, making a total of 7 properties assisted by this program in Stratham. Of all towns
that have adopted RSA 79-D Stratham has one of the highest rates of participation, and we hope
to continue enrolling historic barns in the future.
This year the Lane Homestead, the landmark property at the Traffic Circle, was put up for sale
and threatened by a destructive development proposal. Following the withdrawal of that plan the
Heritage Commission and the Selectmen, in consultation with the property owners and the NH
Preservation Alliance, decided to pursue a preservation easement to protect the historic features
of the Lane Homestead while providing guidance for future development. The Heritage
Commission on behalf of the Town applied for a Land and Community Heritage Investment
Program grant and in December received a grant of $100,000 to support the purchase of the Lane
Homestead easement. Additionally, the Commission was successful in getting the Lane
Homestead listed on the NH Preservation Alliance’s 2015 “Seven to Save” list of historic
properties of state-wide significance that are in need of preservation solutions. The Commission
is planning a program scheduled for February 12, 2016 that will highlight the fascinating history
of the Lane Homestead and its importance to our town and region.
Earlier in the year the Commission became involved with efforts to save a rare surviving
seasonal cabin on the banks of the Squamscott River. NH Fish & Game acquired the property
and sought to demolish the cabin. Because federal funds are involved in the project, a review of
the cabin’s historical significance was required. The NH Division of Historical Resources
determined that the cabin is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
because it is a rare intact example of the small recreational cabins that were once a common sight
around Great Bay and its tributaries. The Commission is continuing to work with NHF&G to
negotiate a suitable means to preserve the “Parker Cabin.”
ADVISE AND ASSIST: The Commission worked with the Board of Selectmen to complete the
Request for Proposals for rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the Town-owned Bartlett-Cushman
House. The Commission Chair prepared the Character Defining Features Report that will serve
to protect key historic features as the house is rehabilitated. The Commission continues to play
an advisory role as the Town maintains the property while also moving ahead with marketing the
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redevelopment opportunities represented in this prominent historic property that is contiguous
with the Municipal Center.
Earlier in the year the Commission worked with the Town Center Revitalization Committee to
provide input on design plans for the pending streetscape improvements along Portsmouth
Avenue in the historic Town Center.
Commission member Florence Wiggin continued her important work on the 300th Anniversary
Committee. Nathan Merrill, Commission representative on the Technical Review Committee,
has contributed substantial time and expertise to the work of advising the Planning Board on
proposals within the Gateway and Town Center districts. He has also been a leader in the group
working with the Rockingham Planning Commission to develop improved zoning regulations
that will serve to protect Stratham’s agricultural heritage by supporting present and future
agricultural activities in our town. Member Tammy Hathaway represents the Commission on a
committee developing a forest management plan for Stratham Hill Park. Recently member
Wallace Stuart worked with Tammy to create a Facebook page for the Commission. Visit and
follow “Stratham Heritage Commission” to view our growing library of photographs and to
receive news of our activities.
VETERANS’ GARDEN: The Heritage Commission is responsible for the engraving of the
names of eligible veterans on the Garden’s bricks and monuments. Forms for submitting names
for engraving are available at the Town Clerk’s Office and at the Wiggin Memorial Library. This
year we welcomed volunteer Tracey McGrail who has taken on the responsibility of overseeing
the engravings.
The Heritage Commission meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 7PM. We welcome
visitors to our meetings and there is always work for volunteers for short or long-term projects.
Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca Mitchell, Chair (778-7979; strathamheritage@strathamnh.gov)
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STRATHAM 300TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

The Committee continued its fund raising and outreach efforts towards our goal of providing a
300th anniversary celebration for our Town in 2016. You can purchase the new anniversary
license plate above for $25 at the Town Clerk’s Office. The plate can legally replace the front
plate of your vehicle during 2016.
The new Town history book, “Stratham at 300”, by Craig Brandon has been for sale for the past
year. Paperback copies of the book are on sale for $19.95 at the Municipal Center and Wiggin
Memorial Library. The book details the history of our Town from 1900 to 2000. There are
chapters on farming, schools, heroes, fire and police department, Stratham Fair, the Community
Church and other topics.
The Committee is busy organizing the three events for 2016. We need volunteers! If you’re
interested in helping us with any of the events, contact us at stratham300@gmail.com.
The Committee sponsored a very successful Silent Auction in November. This event added
$10,000 to our fund raising efforts. Thanks to all who organized and participated.
The Stratham Farmers Market was started this year at the Scamman Farm and was open every
Wednesday afternoon from June through September. Depending on weather, it was well
attended and promises to continue in 2016.
The Committee is working on the three main events for our celebration in 2016:
1.
April 30 and May 1, 2016, a historical play, “Stratham is 300”, will be presented at the
CMS auditorium. The play will also be featured on July 21, 2016 during the Stratham Fair.
The play is offered at no charge for all to enjoy. We have an accomplished Director from
UNH Theatre and Dance Department to work with us.
2. Dinner Dance under a tent at Stratham Hill Park on June 25, 2016. Music will be provided
by the New Legacy Swing Band. Guest speakers, including the Governor, will offer their
well wishes during the evening. We are hoping for 500 to attend. The cost is $50 per ticket.
3. In September 2016, we are planning a parade with a large contingent of organizations
participating. These will include high school and military marching bands, floats, antique
cars, etc. Prizes will be awarded for the best floats. We are planning for the Budweiser
Clydesdales to lead the parade. The parade route will start near Stratham Hill Park at
Crestview Terrace and finish at the Rt. 108/33 Circle. Let’s hope for a perfect day for our
last big event of 2016!
We look forward to making our 300th Anniversary events something you will not want to miss!
Respectfully submitted, John C. Dold, Chair
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
Presented here is the Management Discussion & Analysis Report for the Town of Stratham, NH, for the
year ending December 31, 2014. Responsibility for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness
and fairness of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with the Board of Selectmen. To the best
of our knowledge and belief, the data contained herein is accurate in all material respects. We report this
data in a manner designed to present fairly the Town’s financial position and the results of operations of
the various Town funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate understanding
of the Town’s financial activities have been included.
The Board of Selectmen are responsible for establishing an accounting and internal control structure
designed to ensure that the physical, data, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets of the
Town are protected from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is
maintained and reported in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). The
Board of Selectmen also strives to put these assets to good and effective use. We designed the Town’s
internal control structure to provide reasonable assurances that we attain these objectives.
Overview of the Financial Statements
The financial statements presented herein include all of the activities of the Town of Stratham using the
integrated approach prescribed by GASB Statement 34.
It is our intention that this discussion and analysis serve as an introduction to the Town’s financial
statements. The financial statements are comprised of the following three components:
1. Government-Wide Financial Statements
2. Fund Financial Statements
3. Notes to the Basic Financial Statements

Government-wide Financial Statements
The government-wide financial statements provide readers with a broad overview of the Town’s finances,
in a manner similar to most private-sector companies.
The Statement of Net Position presents information on all of the Town’s assets, deferred outflows of
resources, liabilities and deferred inflows of resources, with the remaining difference reported as net
position. Over time, increases and decreases in net position may serve as a useful indicator of whether the
financial position of the Town is improving or deteriorating.
The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the Town’s net position changed during
the most recent year. We take all of the current year’s revenues and expenses into account regardless of
when we receive cash in or pay cash out.

Fund Financial Statements
A fund is a grouping of related accounts used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. One can divide all the funds of the
Town into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
We use governmental funds to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable
resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town’s near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the government’s near-term financing
decisions. Both the governmental fund Balance Sheet and the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and
Changes in Fund Balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between the
governmental activities Statement of Net Position and Statement of Activities.
The Town maintains numerous individual governmental funds. We present information separately in the
governmental fund Balance Sheet and the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund
Balances for the General Fund, the Town’s only major fund. We combine data from all other
governmental funds into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its governmental funds. We provide a budgetary
comparison for the General Fund to demonstrate compliance with this budget. The Town’s only major
governmental fund with an adopted budget for the year ending December 31, 2014 was the General Fund.
Fiduciary funds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties other than the Town.
Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the resources of
those funds are not available to support the programs of the Town of Stratham. The Town’s fiduciary
funds consist of both private-purpose trust funds and agency funds.

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements.

Required Supplementary Information
The basic financial statements and accompanying notes are followed by a section of required
supplementary information. This section includes a budgetary comparison schedule for the General Fund,
the Town’s only major governmental fund with an adopted budget, and includes reconciliation between
the statutory fund balance for budgetary purposes and the fund balance as presented in the governmental
fund financial statements.

Other Supplementary Information
Other supplementary information includes combining financial statements for the nonmajor governmental
funds.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
Government-Wide Financial Analysis

Statement of Net Position
Net Position of the Town of Stratham as of December 31, 2014 and 2013, is as follows:
Capital assets, net
Other assets
Total Assets

$

2014
26,454,127
13,578,205
40,032,332

Total Deferred Outflows of Resources

$

2013
26,664,561
13,043,448
39,708,009

-

Long-term liabilities
Other liabilities
Total Liabilities

-

8,543,045
9,168,088
17,711,133

Total Deferred Inflows of Resources

9,231,791
9,139,374
18,371,165

-

Net Position:
Net investment in capital assets
Restricted
Unrestricted
Total Net Position

$

18,103,109
1,029,654
3,188,436
22,321,199

-

$

17,592,536
934,036
2,810,272
21,336,844

Statement of Activities
Changes in net position for the years ending December 31, 2014 and 2013, are as follows:
2014
Revenues
Program Revenues:
Charges for services
Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
General Revenues:
Property and other taxes
Licenses and permits
Grants and contributions
Interest and investment earnings
Miscellaneous
Total Revenues

$

1,085,115
171,406
43,738
4,441,267
1,766,140
350,975
60,416
182,650
8,101,707
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2013

$

634,723
156,061

4,039,447
1,411,364
368,442
105,841
265,727
6,981,605

TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
Expenses
General government
Public safety
Highways and streets
Sanitation
Health and welfare
Culture and recreation
Conservation
Interest and fiscal charges
Total Expenses
Increase in Net Position before Contributions
to Permanent Fund Principal
Contributions to Permanent Fund Principal

2,095,178
1,408,791
1,101,706
687,205
118,144
1,257,088
21,328
438,762
7,128,202

1,979,312
1,181,571
761,031
639,654
114,943
891,071

973,505

1,105,054

308,969
5,876,551

-

10,850

Change in Net Position

984,355

Net Position, beginning of year - as restated
Net Position, end of year

$

21,336,844
22,321,199

1,105,054

$

20,231,790
21,336,844

Town of Stratham Activities
As shown in the above statement, there was an increase in the Town’s total net position of $984,355.
This increase is primarily attributable to increased building permits, increased motor vehicle registration
fees associated and an increase in land use change tax revenues.
The General Fund ended the year with an unassigned budgetary basis fund balance of $1,541,821 or 22%
of total current year General Fund actual appropriations (not including School District and County
payments). Looking at the components of the fund balance based solely on the budget (Schedule 1 –
Budgetary Basis), it increased $208,812 from the prior year. This was due to conservative spending and
revenues in excess of anticipated amounts.
The fund balances of the Nonmajor Governmental Funds increased by a total of $324,598 from the prior
year, primarily as a result of land use taxes and other revenues in excess of current year appropriations.
Basis for Adverse Opinion on Government Activities: Management Response
The Town of Stratham is required by NH law (NH RSA 100-A:50) to offer the same group health
insurance coverage to its retired employees as it does its active employees as part of the same group
insurance plan. The Town is not required to pay any amount towards the premiums under this
requirement, nor has it ever voluntarily offered to do so. Despite this fact, GASB Statement 45 requires
recognition of an imputed premium rate subsidy of the retiree health insurance premiums since they are
being offered health insurance coverage at rates below which they could obtain on their own. As a
consequence, it has been found that the health insurance premiums paid by the Town for its active
employees are slightly higher than if the active employees were the only members of the group health
insurance plan. In order to measure this rate subsidy in any given year, actuarial studies would have to be
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
conducted to determine the “liability for other post-employment benefits” based on current and future
retiree participation.
Management has made the decision that the material measurement of this liability is not worth the costs
associated conducting such studies given the small number of both active and retired employees
associated with the Town. In addition, the Town has mitigated the risk of this theoretical unfunded
liability by the funding of an ‘Accrued Benefits Liability Expendable Trust Fund’ earmarked for such
post-employment benefits expenses.”
General Fund Budgetary Highlights
During the year, the original budget for appropriations decreased by $569,464 for carryforward
appropriations (see listing below). The Town under expended its total 2014 appropriations budget by
$502,103. This resulted from conservative spending within the departments. The most significant of
these were general government ($298,499), highways and streets ($96,390) and capital outlay ($51,296).
Expenditures in General Government were below budget due to reduced health and dental insurance.
Actual revenues were greater than budgeted by $343,544. This was primarily a result of licenses and
permits (building permits) revenue in excess of anticipated of $185,540.
Carryforward appropriations at December 31, 2014 consist of the following:
Purpose
Town Center Plan
Cemetery Improvements
Town History
Library Computer Replacements
Highway Vehicle Replacement
Stratham Hill Park Improvements
Municipal Center HVAC Replacement
Field Improvements
Highway Garage Insulation
Police Department Computer Replacements
Highway Vehicle Replacement Capital Reserve Fund
Stratham Hill Park Parking Lot Paving
Water and Sewer Improvements
2014 Revaluation
Town Center Match and Improvements
300th Committee Reserve
Total Carryforward Appropriations

Balance
46,966
14,000
12,891
13,065
17,137
5,000
9,000
12,702
10,000
2,966
50,000
10,000
262,201
31,536
62,000
10,000
$
569,464
$

Capital Assets
The Town of Stratham considers a capital asset to be an asset whose cost exceeds $5,000 and which has a
useful life of greater than three years. The Town depreciates its assets using the straight-line method over
the course of their useful life beginning in the year of acquisition.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014
The total investment in capital assets for governmental activities at year end amounted to $26,454,127
(net of accumulated depreciation), a decrease of ($210,434) from the previous year due to depreciation
expense in excess of current year additions. This investment in capital assets includes land, intangible
assets, construction in progress, buildings and improvements, land improvements, vehicles and
equipment, and infrastructure.
Significant capital asset events during the current fiscal year included road reconstruction of County Farm
Road in the amount of $138,600, Town Center improvements in the amount of $71,773 and Recreation
Center and Field improvements in the amount of $66,998.
Additional information on capital assets can be found in Note 6 of the Basic Financial Statements.
Long-Term Obligations
During the current year, the Town’s bonds payable liability decreased by ($721,007) as a result of
scheduled payments made on existing obligations and amortization of the related bond premium. The
Town’s other long-term obligations consist of compensated absences payable which had a net increase in
liability of $32,261 for the year ended December 31, 2014.
See Note 8 of the Basic Financial Statements, for a summary of all outstanding long-term obligations.
Economic Factors and Future Plans
The Town of Stratham works to a 5-year Capital Improvement Plan. The plan contains current capital
needs projections through the year 2017. The Planning Board annually reviews, adjusts and updates this
plan. The resulting plan receives final review and approval through the presentation and discussion of
proposed projects at public meetings of the Planning Board and is presented to the Board of Selectmen
and Budget Committee as a budget development tool.
Contacting the Town of Stratham’s Board of Selectmen or Management
This financial report provides our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the Town of
Stratham’s finances. It demonstrates accountability for the funds the Town receives. Questions
concerning any of the information provided in this report or requests for additional financial information
should be addressed to the Paul Deschaine, Town Administrator or the Board of Selectmen, at 10 Bunker
Hill Avenue, Stratham, NH 03885 and telephone number (603) 772-7391 ext. # 181.

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

VITAL STATISTICS
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BIRTH
DATE
2/27/2015
4/9/2015
4/18/2015
4/22/2015
5/7/2015
5/25/2015
7/2/2015
7/9/2015
7/9/2015
7/12/2015
7/31/2015
8/31/2015
11/23/2015
11/24/2015
12/1/2015
12/3/2015

CHILD'S NAME

KIM, CAMILLE GRACE CAROLYN
VADNEY, THOMAS JACOB
LAWSON, BROCK JAMES
HOLMES, ADELINA RAYNE
STEVENS, LUCAS PAUL
BAILEY, ADALYN KATE
LAZOS, LOUKAS GIBSON
BAKER, AVA MAUREEN
MASTIN, RILEY JEAN
MALONEY, GABRIEL WILLIAM
THIBAULT, TEAGAN MAE
JOSHI, AMIA SUCHARIT
O'BRIEN, ANNA ELIZABETH
FRECHETTE, LAYLA ROSE
SAGI, AARUSH
GUARASCIO, MILES CURTIS

PORTSMOUTH
PORTSMOUTH
DOVER
EXETER
EXETER
PORTSMOUTH
PORTSMOUTH
EXETER
EXETER
MANCHESTER
PORTSMOUTH
EXETER
EXETER
PORTSMOUTH
PORTSMOUTH
DOVER

BIRTH
PLACE (NH)

BIRTHS REGISTERED IN STRATHAM FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 2015

THIBAULT JR, GERARD
JOSHI, SUCHARIT
O'BRIEN, ERIC
FRECHETTE, JASON
SAGI, GOKUL
GUARASCIO, MICHAEL

KIM, DANIEL
VADNEY, TIMOTHY
LAWSON, BRENT
HOLMES, CHRISTOPHER
STEVENS, SCOTT
BAILEY, BENJAMIN
LAZOS, VASILIOS
BAKER, RYAN
MASTIN, CHAD

FATHER'S NAME

SCRAFFORD, JENNIFER
VADNEY, CLAIRE
LAWSON, LAURA
MACCAUGHEY, KACEY
MAMONE, VITTORIA
BAILEY, CALLIE
LAZOS, CALLOWAY
BAKER, SARAH
MASTIN, NICOLE
MALONEY, PATRICE
LACROIX, JENNIFER
JOSHI, TORAL
O'BRIEN, AMANDA
FRECHETTE, NANCY
KALIDINDI, SRUJANA
GUARASCIO, KELLY

MOTHER'S NAME
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1/1/15
1/10/15
1/14/15
1/25/15
3/15/15
4/11/15
4/22/15
4/26/15
5/5/15
5/7/15
5/13/15
5/17/15
5/17/15
5/21/15
5/23/15
5/27/15
5/29/15
6/5/15
7/19/15
8/5/15
9/1/15
9/8/15
10/7/15
10/24/15
11/6/15
11/11/15
11/24/15
12/8/15
12/26/15

DANIUK, STEPHEN
STEARNS, RICHARD
COUTURE, ROLAND
DOYLE, DOROTHY
TUTTLE, CATHERINE
ASEOCHE, ANGEL
WILLIAMS, BRIGITTE
CHANDLER, RITA
BULLARD, KATHERINE
HUBERTY, JAMES
COX, ROBERT
MCCARTHY, STEPHEN
NOYES, ELIZABETH
HUTTON, CAROLYN
PEPPER, ELISABETH
SCHOCH, JOSEPH
LECLERC, LEONARD
ROBERTS, WILLIAM
STEVENS SR, ARTHUR
CAVERNO, MARGARET
BIGWOOD, BURKE
GIESLER, ALICE
RUDOLPH, ALBERT
CLOUTMAN, MARY
NEWMAN, ROBERT
PAQUETTE, RITA
DURANT, HOLLIS
LEPAGE, JOANNE
THISDALE JR., ADELARD

PORTSMOUTH
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
EXETER
STRATHAM
DOVER
STRATHAM
NEWMARKET
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
EXETER
EXETER
EXETER
STRATHAM
MANCHESTER
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
EXETER
PORTSMOUTH
EXETER
STRATHAM
NORTHWOOD
EXETER
EXETER
STRATHAM

DATE OF PLACE OF
DEATH
DEATH

DECEDENT'S NAME
DANIUK, VASILE
STEARNS, THOMAS
COUTURE, JOHN
ROSS, HARRY
UNKNOWN
ASEOCHE, PABLO
HAHN, WERNER
SULLIVAN, HARRY
MYHRE, PETER
HUBERTY, UNKNOWN
COX, ORRIN
MCCARTHY JR., ALLEN
FLETCHER, WALTER
FOSS, LAURENCE
PEPPER, FRANCIS
SCHOCH, EDGAR
LECLERC, PAUL
ROBERTS, WILLIAM
STEVENS, ARTHUR
MCLANE, WILLIAM
BIGWOOD, BURKE
HANSEN, WALTER
RUDOLPH, SAMUEL
PAPAMECHAIL, GEORGE
NEWMAN, GEORGE
OSTIGUY, EDMUND
DURANT, CLINTON
WOOLDIDGE, WILLIAM
THISDALE SR., ADELARD

FATHER'S NAME

DEATH REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015

DOZ, JULIA
FELT, HAZEL
BLOUIN, EMMA
BOUCHER, YVETTE
BISHOP, JANET
DAILO, LUCIA
OBERHAUSER, PAULA
KARLL, ANNIE
WALLACE, HAZEL
UNKNOWN, THERESE
KELLY, RUTH
MCGOURTY, MARY
BLACKWELL, GLADYS
WALSH, KATHLEEN
LOCKE, SHIRLEY
NIXON, MARY
AUBERT, BEATRICE
PRESCOTT, ROBERTA
FOLEY, MARGARET
JACKSON, ANNA
PICKETT, FLORENCE
CUDDY, ALICE
LERNER, RACHAEL
JONES, ALICE
JOHNSTON, FRANCES
BONVOULOIR, DORILA
HAMEL, LENA
NESBIT, HILDA
ROBIDA, IRENE

MOTHER'S NAME
N
N
Y
N
N
N
N
N
N
Y
N
N
N
N
N
Y
N
N
Y
N
Y
N
N
N
Y
N
Y
N
Y

MILITARY
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PERSON A'S
RESIDENCE

SHECKLER, COREY M
STRATHAM, NH
WEISMANN, FREDERICK H
STRATHAM, NH
QUILL, BRUCE L
STRATHAM, NH
BARTLETT, KERRY A
STRATHAM, NH
GOSSELIN, BRUCE M
STRATHAM, NH
BEAUREGARD, RICHARD R
STRATHAM, NH
CAVARETTA, HENRY M
STRATHAM, NH
JEWELL, SARAH R
STRATHAM, NH
HOUGHTON, RYAN M
STRATHAM, NH
TROW, MICHAEL D
STRATHAM, NH
SULLIVAN, RYAN P
STRATHAM, NH
PASTORE, DAVID W
STRATHAM, NH
LUCCA HOGREFE, JENNIFER R STRATHAM, NH
GRILLO, SCOTT F
STRATHAM, NH
WILSON, GREGORY J
STRATHAM, NH
BIRCK, AMY E
STRATHAM, NH
IUDICE, JOHN M
STRATHAM, NH
PERHAM, ARTHUR W
RYE, NH

PERSON A'S
NAME
SARGENT, MEEGHAN S
HOOD, MARY L
GETZ, DONNA J
CHESLEY, BENJAMIN R
STEVENS, KATELIN A
ZIMMERMAN, BONNIE J
SIMPSON, CANDUS J
THIBODEAU, SHAWN A
JAMES, KATHRYN A
SANDERSON, LAURA L
BIGGART, MORGAN R
SCHALLER, DIANA M
SESSLER, BRETT A
PRINDLE, WENDY I
BARTLETT, MEGAN S
REYNOLDS, DAVID M
IANNACONE, MELISSA J
HORSMAN, KAREN M

PERSON B'S
NAME

MARRIAGES REPORTED FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015

STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
NEWMARKET, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
NEWMARKET, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH
STRATHAM, NH

PERSON B'S
RESIDENCE
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
RYE
STRATHAM
STRATHAM

TOWN OF
ISSUANCE
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
BARRINGTON
PORTSMOUTH
CHICHESTER
DURHAM
PORTSMOUTH
STRATHAM
PORTSMOUTH
LINCOLN
TILTON
STRATHAM
STRATHAM
HAMPTON
PORTSMOUTH
PORTSMOUTH
STRATHAM
DOVER

PLACE OF
MARRIAGE
3/12/2015
4/4/2015
4/18/2015
5/3/2015
5/16/2015
5/30/2015
6/5/2015
6/7/2015
6/27/2015
7/4/2015
8/29/2015
9/6/2015
9/25/2015
9/26/2015
10/3/2015
10/17/2015
10/24/2015
11/22/2015

DATE OF
MARRIAGE
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AS AMENDED AT THE FEB 4, 2016
DELIBERATIVE SESSION
EXETER REGION COOPERATIVE
SCHOOL DISTRICT WARRANT
Article 01: ERCSD Operating Budget FY17
Shall the District raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations
by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth
on the budget posted with the warrant, or as amended by vote of the first session, for the
purposes set forth therein, totaling $56,692,794? Should this article be defeated, the
operating budget shall be $56,520,140 which is the same as last year, with certain
adjustments required by previous action of the District or by law; or the governing body may
hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a
revised operating budget only. (The School Board and Budget Advisory Committee both
recommend $56,692,794 as set forth on said budget.)

Article 02: CRF for Synthetic Turf Replacement
To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to $50,000 to be
placed in the Synthetic Turf Replacement Capital Reserve Fund previously established under
the provisions of RSA 35:1 for replacement of the synthetic turf field located at Exeter High
School. This sum to come from the June 30 undesignated fund balance available for transfer
on July 1. No amount to be raised from taxation. (The School Board and the Budget Advisory
Committee both recommend this appropriation.) Majority vote required.

Article 03: CMS Expansion and Renovation
To see if the school district will vote to establish a Cooperative Middle School Renovation
Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the renovation and expansion of
the Cooperative Middle School and to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000,000 to be
placed in this fund. (The School Board and the Budget Advisory Committee both recommend
this appropriation.) Majority vote required

Article 04: Citizens Petition
(By Citizens Petition) "Shall the district ask the Exeter Regional Cooperative School Board
to accept a vote of "confidence" in the continuing leadership and tenure of Superintendent
Michael Morgan?"
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: (* denotes an emergency number)
FIRE DEPARTMENT (TO REPORT FIRE) ……...….
911*
EMS EMERGENCY NUMBER (AMBULANCE) ........
911*
Fire House business number (not to report fire)................. 772-9756
Fire Chief.......................................................................…. 772-8215
POLICE DEPARTMENT (EMERGENCY NUMBER)….. 911*
Police Department (business number)................................ 778-9691
Animal Control……………………………………………679-2225
Town Clerk/Tax Collector...............................................…772-4741
Selectmen's Office/Town Administrator............................. 772-7391
Planner/Planning Board .………………………………….772-7391
Highway Department.......................................................…772-5550
Building Inspector/C.E.O...............................................…. 772-7391
Wiggin Memorial Library................................................... 772-4346
Historical Society.............................................................…778-0434
Parks & Recreation……….………….……...........….........772-7450
Stratham Memorial School..................................................772-5413
Exeter Region Coop. School District (main switchboard) 778-7772
Superintendent, SAU #16…………………………………775-8653
Mosquito Control………………………………………….734-4144
COMMUNITY INFORMATION:

www.strathamnh.gov

TOWN OFFICE HOURS: (closed holidays)
Town Clerk/Tax Collector: Mondays 8:30 am to 7:00 pm; Tuesday–Thursday 8:30 am to
4:00 pm; Fridays 8:00 am to 12:30 pm
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector: Monday – Friday 9:00 am–noon
Wiggin Memorial Library: Monday–Thursday 9:30 am to 7:00 pm, Fri. 9:30 am – 6:00 pm
Sat. 9:30 am–3:00 pm
All Other Offices:

Monday–Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOURS:
Tuesdays 9 am-11:30 am; Thursdays 2 pm–4 pm; 1st Sunday of month 2 pm–4 pm

MEETINGS/SCHEDULES
Selectmen's Meetings:

Mondays 7:30 pm (except legal holidays)

Volunteer Fire Department:

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30 pm Business Meeting
2nd (firefighter) & 4th (EMS) Tuesdays Training 7:00 pm

Planning Board:

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 pm

Board of Adjustment:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 pm. Upon request.

Conservation Commission:

2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 pm

Heritage Commission:

2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Library Trustees:

2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm at the Library

Recreation Commission:

3rd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm

Stratham Hill Park Association:

4th Monday of the odd months at 6:30 pm

300th Anniversary Committee:

3rd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm at the Library

Economic Development Committee:

3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Public Works Commission:

2nd Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm

Trustees of the Trust Funds:

3rd Monday of every other month at 5:00 pm at the Library

Stratham Fair Committee:

Last Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm at the Firehouse
(January-July)

Town Center Committee:

3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm

Energy Commission:

2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm

Note: Unless noted otherwise, all meetings are in the Municipal Center at 10 Bunker Hill Ave.

STRATHAM TRANSFER STATION HOURS:
Saturdays 9 am–4 pm (Winter (December thru March) 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month only)
TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION: Thursday & Friday curbside by 7:00 am

See Back Cover for Meetings & Schedules
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